Question, ele.

for the East Province since 1894 proves
that where there is the harmony of a
common motive, a commen allegiance to
conscience, and a common love of coun-
try, personal respect and esteem will
survive all differences as to the means
of fulfilling a common end. May that
harmony long continue to adorn the pro-
ceedings of this Council. This Counecil
has sustained a heavy loss, and the sym-
pathy of every member will go ont to
the bereaved home.

Question passed, membhers rising,

ADJOURNMENT,

The TFlouse adjourned aceordingly at

4.69 ¢’clock, until the next day.

Tegislative HAssembly,
Tuesday, 23rd July, 1907.
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QUESTION—FACTORIES
REPORT.
Mr. BATH (for Mr. Troy) asked the
Premier: YWhy has not the annual repert

of the Chief Inspector of Factories for
1906 been published?
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The TREASTURER (for ibe Premier}
replied: The report is not vet ecompleied,
but will he presented to Parliament as
gsoon as veceived frem the Chief In-
spector,

QUESTION—SCHOOL ACCOMMO-
DATION, NORTH PERTH.

M. VERYARD axked the Minister for
Edueation : 1, Is he aware of the over-
erowded condition of the School at Haw-
thorn, North Perth, in consequence of
whiclt a number of children are unable
te he received in that sehool 7 2, If so,
does lie propuse to provide suitable ae-
comnmodation, and when?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{(Hon. F. Wilson) replied : 1, Yes. 2,
Approval was given some weeks ago to
the anticipation of an item to he pro-
vided on the draft Estimates for the
erection of a school, and the Public
Works Department has leen asked to

prepave  the plans and  estimates
g0 that the work may he put
in hand at an eariy date. It has

been impossible to proceed hefore as a
site had to be purchased, and consider-
able delay was caused hy the impossi-
hility of fiuding the owner of the land
required. The land in guestion is new
being resumed.

QUESTION—PERTH FORESHORE
RECLAMATIONX, .

Mr. HARDWICK asked the Minister
for Works: Has the Ainister any inten-
tion of continuing the reclamation works
along the river frontage? If not, why
not?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The work referred to will be con-
tinued when Parliament has granted the
necessary Inonetary authorisation.

OBITUARY—C. E. DEMPSTER,
ML.C.

The TREASTURER (Hon. F. Wil-
son): It is my very sorrowful duty to
call the attention of the House to the
fact that Western Australia has lost one
of her most esteemed ecitizens in the
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death of the Hon. C. E. Dempster, mem-
her of the Legislative Council. I shall
conclude by moving—

That this House places on record ils
profound regret at the death of the Hon.
C. E. Dempster, and its deep sympathy
with his family ; also that the terms of
the resolution be communicated to the
widow of the lale gentleman by Mr.
Speaker.

As members ave aware, Mr. Dempstler
was a native of Western Australia. He
was cne of the earliest settlers on the
Swan River, heing born at Fremantle so
far back as 1834, and lived ever sinee
in this State and took a lively interest
in the affairs of the State. Ie was for
the hetter part of his time engaged in
agrienltural pursuvits in  the Northam
district. and held hnportant posts both
in a pnblie and a private capacity. IHe
was one of the wmemhers of the Legis-
lative Couneil when it was formed into
an elective Chamber in 1394, and he took
a seat in that Chamber for the East
Provinee, which he represented at the
time of lis decease. He was a man, as
members I am  sure will bhear me
out, of most upright character, one who
was full of encrgy and determination,
not only in ecarrying on his private af-
fairs but also in attending to the affairs
relating to his publiec pesition. He was
highly esteemed by every person whe en-
joved his friendship in this State, and I
think it goes without saying that M.
Dempster’s desire was that he should
serve his native country and advance the
interests of the State in which he lived.
I think his nanie will be clerished—I
hope it will—by ail as one of the most
highly esteemed nien of the distriet in
which he resided. Ton. members per-
haps are aware that he leaves a family
behind him of three sons and three
daughters; and perhaps it is gratifying
to some extent to know that the whole of
his family were enabled to be at his bed-
side at the time of the decease, with the
exeepltion of one danghter who is at pre-
sent in the old eountry. I hope we shall
he able tiirouzh vou. Mr. Speaker, to eon-
vey to the widow and the relations of the
late Ion. . E. Dempster the deepest
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sympathy of this House in the motion
which I now beg to propose.

Mr. T. H BATH (Brown Hill): In
seconding the motion, I regret the melan-
choly nature of the oecurrence which
has made it necessary. I can only say
that as one who has for five or six
vears been connected with this House,
I have had many opportunities of meet-
ing the late rember of the Legislative
Couneil; and althongh we differed on
probably every political principle which
might be brought before us, I always
found the deceased gentleman conrieous
and kindly in his nature, and of a most
centlemanly disposition.

Question passed, members rising in
their places.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will communicate
to the widow the purport of the resclu-
tion,

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth day.

Resumed from the previous Thuorsday.

Mr., H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): Ihave
pleasare in joining my congratulations
with those which have preceded them to
you, Mr. Speaker, on yvour reappearance
with us at the beginning of this new
session. I have no intention this after-
noon  of traversing the (overnor’s
Speech paragraph hy paragraph, norof
attempting to deal with the various mat-
ters which it is proposed to nake the
subjects of Bills during the course of the
present session. 1 desire if possible to
avoid the tendeney to deliver on the
Address-in-Reply a speeeh having length
without breadth or depth, and te confine
myself simply to one or two points that
appear to he of superlative importance
to the State at the present juncture. And
undeubtedly the matter that is para-
mount just now is the question of our
State finances. Tt is entirely above all
party issues, because after all the ques-
tion of finance is in State affairs the one
that governs all other questions. e
are endeavouring to seeure the develop-
ment of all our natural industries and
to establizsh a certain number of artificial
industries; and from time to time appli-
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cations with these objects are made for
Government aid in different directions.
Sneh applieations can only be metl, if
we are io extend reasonahle assistance
to our different industries, first by put-
ting our finances on the soundest possible
footing by so adjusting our expenditure
that it shall fall within the limits of
onr revenue, and secondly, by keeping
down at all times to the very lowest
fizure. compatible with efficiency and
fairnmess, the cost of our administration.
During the past few years in Western
Australia  every Government holding
office has been faced with the fact that
revenue has heen continually falling
while demands for new expenditure have
been unrewitting. Sinece 1902-3 each
year has seen a diminution in our revenue
without a sufficienily diminished expendi-
ture. In that year Western Australia
received perhaps its highest revenue. It
received then under the new Common-
wealth Customs tariff, with the assist-
ance of a local State tarnff, a toial
revenue of £3,630,238, as against four
vears lafer, in the financial year just
terminated, a revenue of £3,401,353, re-
presenting a reduction for 1908-7 as
compared with 1902-3 of no less than
£2283885. In the meantime the large
majority of our sources of revenue show
inereases; in fact the only direction in
which a decrease is shown in 1906-7 as
compared with 1902-3 in the produeiion
of revenue is in our mining division,
which returned in 1902-3 £47,532 as
against, in 1906-7, £34,068, a decrease of
£13,464 ; in our railways and tramways,
which showed last year a deerease as
compared with 1902-3 of £38,334 ; and
in the sarplus returned from the Com-
monwealth, which showed a diminution
from its high-water mark in 1902-3 of
£1,235,731 to £780,166, or a total dimi-
nution of £475,565. Tt will therefore be
seen that the principal trouble that has
confronted our different Administrations
has been this loss in the surplus refurned
to us from the Commeonwealih, and that
the net reduction in revenue received dur-
ing the last financial year was entirely
due to ihe reduction in fhe Common-
wealth surplns. Had it nof heen for
that réduction, the revenne last year, in-
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stead of being lower, would have been
higher than in the vear 1902-3. The
cause of this reduction in the surplos
returned by the Commonwealth appears
to have heen due, first, to the gradual
and expected diminution and final disap-
pearance of the special loeal taviff, which
operated alike against the Eastern States
and the outside world ; seeondly, to a
loss of Customs vevenue due to the im-
portation of goods from the Eastern
States of Ausiralia instead of from the
outside world, which itmportation was the
natural effect of the gradual diminution
in the local tariff ; and ihirdly, to an
inerease in  the Federal expenditure
chargeable to the State of Western Aus-
tralia, which expenditure rose from
£365,039 m 1902-3 to £414,514 in 1905-6,
showing a difference in those three years
of £49,475. The figures for the last
finaneial year are not vet available, and
therefore it has been impossible to make
s comparison in regard to them ; but
the tendency on the one hand has been,
so far as our revenue collected by the
Commonwealth is concerned, to show an
annual diminution, and so far as our ex-
penditure is eoncerned to show a distinet
upward tendeney. In 1902-3 our popu-
lation coniributed throurh the Customs
Departinent a revenue of £1.396.002 as
against, i 1903-6, a revenwe of

£1,030,513, showing a ditference in
those three years of £365,180. The
imporfant  question te wus, and the
point I wish to sobmit for the

consideration of the Iouse, is how
much of that £363,000 is in the pockets
of the eonsumers of Western Australia,
and how mueh of it is represented by
inereased charges {o the econsumer of
Eastern produets as against Knglish,
American, or German products which
were formerly in our market ; in other.
words, how much is this State paying to
build up the Eastern produetion of both
manufactured and natural produets? It
seems (o me the whole basis of our re-
lation to the Federal Government rests
on the answer to that question, whether
our community is gaining eorresponding-
Iy by refaining in the pockets of its
members the £363,000 extra that was
paid in 1902-3 to the Cusiums, the bulk



358 Address-in-Reply :
of which sum found its way into State
revenue, and was available for disburse-
ment on various developmental works—
how much of that, I say, is still in the
pockets of the consumers, or how mueh
of it has been lost in a double sense to
the State—been lost, first, in that the
monegy is not available as revemue for
expenditure on developmental works,
and secondly, in that it has produced no
corresponding gain to the people who
are called upon to pay it. Now it is
diffienlt indeed to get a direct answer, a
clear and decisive answer, to this ques-
tion. We know that the public of this
State complain now of their inahility to
bear farther taxation, eomplain that it
wounld be wrong to impose any additional
taxes on t{he ecommunity ; and yet, so
far as I ean judge by the eleven months
of 1906-7, £400,000 less is contributed
by our State community to the national
revenue than was contribnted four years
ago. Now if that money he in the pock-
ets of our people, then undoubtedly
Western Australia is in a happy posi-
tion with respect to any additional tax-
ation propesals. Western Australia is
well able to bear a slight inerease of
taxation, if that money be in the pockets
of the people ; but if on the other hand
the money is not in the pockets
of the people, but s in the
pockets of either the Tlastern manufac-
tarers or of a small body of middlemen,
then unfortwnately Wesfern Aunstralia
15 contributing still for its commodities
as it was four vears ago, without getting
by a reduction of Customs liaposis that
benefit  which it should be obtaining.
And I am afraid that pesition represents
largely at all events, aithough not en-
tirely, the true cirenmstances of to-day ;
I am afraid that living is not appreei-
“ably cheaper now than it was four
years ago, but that the bulk of that
money is still contributed hy our people,

while our State iz gefting no return
whatever for the contribution. In that

ease Western Australia is not only los-
ing the money which should be available
for public works of a developmental
character, but is losing in the seecond and
possibly even more important way by
the faet that its local indusiries are
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being crushed out of existence by the
unresirieted competition of the stronger
Eastern States—a very important fact
indeed for this Chamher to consider,
but still & faet that, I am  afraid, there
ts no means of getting over. It is not
only the industries that have been inex-
istence in the past and that may be
suffering a considerable diminution in
the volume of their produetiveness, but
likewise the loeal indunstries we should
have, those industries we might ex-
pect to-day to have had established here
building up  prosperous  townships,
but which it has been if not impossible
at least very difficult to establish because
of the operation of this inter-State free-
trade, brought about by the introduction
and adoption of the Conmmonwealth Con-
stitution Aect. TIn reply to the argument
put forward, notably hy members of the
Federal Partiament, that our indusiries
are increasing—and we Lknow our indus-
tries are increasing and have increased
since the Commonwealth was established
—T may cite the faet that it is easy,
when dealing with figares without close-
ly analysing them, to bring forward a
case that might appear on its general
stafement to he absolntely conelusive.
You wmight hring forward a statement
of the totzl nnmber of industries ; one
wight inelude in that statement all sorts
of industries that necessarily must exist
in a State of any size. For instance,
one might number as “factovies” all
those places where slop clothing is made
up ; you conld number as factories
other places where a man and a hoy are

employed— [, 1Falker :  Making lol-
lies, for instance] —no matier in
wiat  desertption of work they may

be engaged — [JMr. Illingworth : A
blacksmith -shop is  a  “ faetory.” ]
Fvery blacksmith-shop is, of course, a
factory, and every coachbuilder-shop;
every little room where, shall we eay,
a few shillings’ worth of lollies are
turned out per week is a faetory ; and
so we might ro on maltiplying the num-
ber of factories and the number of em-
ployees in industrial establishments,
siving the increase m lolly-shops and
blacksmith-shops frem 1901 to 1907,
But there are two industries which were
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here evistent, and whieh were, for the
size of the State, flourishing in Western
Australia in 1901, when the Common-
wealth Constitution became operative—
I refer to the tobacco industry and the
boot-manufacturing industry—iwo typi-
cal industries which we can take as a
means of gauging the exact effect of
this inter-State free-trade upon the pre-
sent and the future of indusiries in
Western Australia. In the tobaceo in-
dustry there were made in Western
Australia in 14901, 115.8531bs. of to-
baceo ; in 1403, the latest date for
which statisties are available, there was
no tobaceo made lLere.  Cigars were
made in Western Ausfralia in 1201 oum-
bering 1,140.611, aud the nuwher in
1905 was 587,200, a reduction of more
than one-half. Cigavettes made here in
1901 amounted to 4,206,000 ; in 1903
there were none. [3fr. Johunson : Tt
would be a good joh if cigarvettes were
never smoked.] That is outside the
question. While they are smoked, is it
well they should be made in the Eastern
Siates? We lose the advantage of the
employment of labour in their manufae-
ture, and probably lose also the advan-
tage of the excise duty; for in this con-
nection, I do not know whether we have
an absolute assurance that Western Aus-
tralia gets the full benefit of the exeise
*n regard to loeally smoked tobaceo,
cigars, and cigarettes produced in the
Eastern States; I do not know whether
the cheek is 2o satisfactory that we ecan
be assured we gef the full advantage we
should reap from the excise under the
provisions of the Constitution Act. But
in any ease we do know that we have
lost and are losing the benefit of the
gireulation of this money contributed
by owr own people through our own
wage-earners: and the only benefit we
do know has accrued is that it has built
up a very wealthy tobacco monopoly in
the Fastern States. Then in rezard to
hoots, another tvpical industry; in 1901
there wers malde in Western Australia
264,768 paivs, in 1905 there were made
186.703. aud in 1906, 198,918 pairs were
estimated as likely to be made. Now we
see, taking about 200.000 pairs as made
in 1906, a reduction of no less than
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64,000 pairs of bools and shoes, wiule
our population all the time has been in-
creasing. [Member: That explaius Vie-
toria’s prosperity.] That is the point.
Undoubtedly the bhenefit we are losing to
our workers is a benefit we are confer-
ring on residents of other States. Much
has been said during recent months in re-
gard to the depression which exists in
Western Australia.  So far as I am
able to judge. that depression is mainly
a town depression; and how ecan we ex-
pect anything but town depression when,
instead of industries growing, we find
that industries are vanishing?  You
cannot build up a bix metvopolitan popu-
lation eonsisting solely of employees in
tie butding trade or of persons engaged
in the business of exchange. You must
have town industries; you must have arti-
ticiad industries, if you arve 1o have a
thriving town population. And the ten-
dency in Western Australia during the
past few vears has heen to diminish
rather than io inercase the mmmber of
artisans in our towns; hecause by fthe
mere faet that work possible to be done
in the towns is year hy year falling
away, nafurally the people in the towns
feel the pinch due to the withdrawal
from cirenlation of the money pre-
viously spent in wages in their midst.
1 think we ean fairly and safely
state, without fear of successful
contradiction, that the effect of the
adopiion of federation as propounded in
the Commonwealth Constitution Act has
been to prevent town prosperity, at all
events in Western Australia ; the effect
has been to create a metropolitan depres-
sion in this State. But when I say this
has been the effect of federation nnder
the Comimonwealth Constitution, I desire
to qualify the general statement by ex-
pressing the opinion that it was quite
possible to have adopted a formn of
federation, ample perhaps for all exist-
ing requirements, that would not in any
way hamper the building up of indus-
tries in this or any other individual
State. Therefore what may be taken as
a condemnation of the Commonwealth
Constitution Act must not necessarily be
assumed to be a condemnation of the
prineiple of federation itself, must not
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necessarily be assumed to be an attack
on the prineiple of Australian nation-
ality. I do not, however, desire to go
far inte that question : this is not a
fitting season, and no definite end fo such
a disenssion is to me apparent. I have
been induced to make a few remarks on
the question because of the faect, first of
all, that the result of the Commonwealth
Counstitution Aet and its adoption here has
been to materially increase the difficulties
of the State Govermment and the State
Treasurer, and in the second place be-
cause the Premier chose to enter on a dis-
cussion of the federation question when
delivering his policy speech at Bunbury
recently. In that policy speech the
Premier trod on very thin ice, and gave
an excuse for the attitude of the Govern-
ment and for his own attitude in regard
to a wmotion which was discussed in this
Honse last session, explaining that he

voted in  favour of the Common-
wealth Constitution Aet as a mat-
ter of etiquette, and implied, as

all his speech did imply so far as
it touched on federation, that his
views were entirely opposed to the vote
he gave on that occasion. I have no
ohjection to any member of this House
discussing the question of federation on
the public platform ; but I think that
the Premier, when speaking as the
mouthpiece of the Government of this
country, should bring forward some
definite proposition when dealing with
it.  We are entitled to ask that of
him, as Leader of the Government and
Leader of the House ; we are entitled
to ask thai he shall put considerations
affecting the welfare of the State some-
what above considerations of political
or Ministerial etiquette ; and that if the
welfare of the State demands a move-
ment in favour of secession, that move-
ment should receive the support of the
Premier and members of his Cabinet.
We are justified in asking not only that
he shall vote in favour of it, but that he
shall himself initiate it as Leader of this
House and of the country. With regard
to that, I desire to urge on the Govemn-
ment to put aside all abstract eonsidera-
tions when dealing with fhis question of
federation, and if they are prepared to
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attack the prineiple of federation as em-
bodied in the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion Aect, if they are prepared fo eriticise
it, they should go farther and openly
attack it by parliamentary action; unless
indeed they are convineced by the highest
legal advice, and by consultation with
the Ministries of the other Australian
States, that the compact made between
this State and the FEastern States is in-
deed for all time indissoluble. That is
the point on which mainly I complain of
the Premier’s remarks in regard to
federation, Bo far as I am able to
judge, we entered into a contraet with
the Eastern States which we knew, in
the words of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution Aet, to be a union that should he
indisscluble. We agreed when we en-
tered that our act in doing so shonld be
final and irrevocable ; and so far as I
ean judge, the only way to get a release
from the federal bond—if we do desire
to zet a release—is by a dissolution of
partnership by mutual consent. T have
very grave doubts, in fact I am con-

. vineed, that secession by Western Aus-

tralia is not practicable, is not within
the realm of praectical polities ; but if
it be, then I ask the legal advisers of the
Governmeut to advise this House on the
question ; and I ask the Premier, con-
vinged as he is that federation has not
worked well, has in fact worked ill
for Western Australia, te accept the re-
sponsibility of that conviction, and to
bring before the House 'and explain the
way that may have been devised for
severing the federal tie. But if there
be no way of getting out of the federval
hond, what use is there in railing at that
bondage? Is it wise for the head of
the Governinent or for members of the
Governinent to waste time, to induce
preople of this community in the different
parts of the State to likewise waste their
energies in working up a useless seces-
sion movement? If there be a way out,
we are entitled to be shown it by the
l.eader of the Honse. Tf there be no
way oul, railing should not he practised
by the Premier or any Minister; but we
should all recognise the necessity of
making the very best of the cireum-
stances in which we are placed, of doing
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the best within the limits by which we
are shackled te develop the State for
which we are acting. I trust that the
energies of our people will not be wasted
on useless movements. If there be a
practical way of dealing with this ques-
tion I should be very glad indeed to
hear of it. [Zhe inister for Works :
Would vou support it?] I have not
altered the opinion I held in 1900. My
opinion then was that Western Aus-
tralia was not ripe to enter upon a part-
nership in the terms laid down in the
Commonwealth  Constitution Aet; and
I still bold that opinion and still think
a lighter federation, a less burdensome
faderation eould have been devised than
that embodied in the Commonwealth
Constitution Aet. But I do not think
it is wise for me to get up on a public
platform to fight the old battle over and
over if there be no possible result to
acerne from that battlee I ask the
Premier to give us a correct reading
with the aid of his constifutional legal
adviser, and with the aid of such legal
advice from outside as may be avail-
able to the Government, to show whether
there is a possibility of altering the eir-
cumstances in which we are hound to
the rest of Australia by this federal com-
pact; and if there be a way, let the
House not satisfy itself by passing de-
claratory resolutions which are ignored
as soon as passed, but let it go practi-
cally into the matter with a view of tak-
ing the definite steps that may be neces-
sary to secure the end aimed at. [Mem-
ber: What about the member for
Swan?] T have assured that hon. mem-
her that I am not going to help him to
pass useless motions, but I am willing
to help bim if he will hring forward any
scheme, failing such action on the part
of the Premier. The Premier having
failed to do such a thing, if the member
for Swan steps in and undertakes to do
this, then I will be perfectly willing to
follow the hon. member in his action.
That perhaps is somewhat of a digres-
sion caused by my reference to the Com-
monwealth surplus and to the effect of
the Commonwealth union on our indus-
tries. I desire to point out that while
every year since 1902-3 we have seen a
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reduciton in revenue, we have not seen
a sufficiently corresponding reduction in
the expenditure. In 1902-3 we had a
confribution per individual in Weslern
Australia to revenue, State and Federal,
of £16 18s. 94., whieh fell in 1505-7 o
£12 19s. 2d., representing a total fall
of £3 19s. 7d. per head in that term of
four years. But during the same term
our expendilure per head only fell
£3 25 9d. as against £3 19s. Td., repre-
senting a fall from £16 8s. 8d. in 1902-3
to £13 5=, 11d. in 1906-7. In every year
since 1902-3 the revenue and expenditure
fizures have shown a greater expendi-
ture per head than revenue received per
head, and as a consequence in three of
those years, 1904-5, 1905-6 and 1906-7,
we have had the unpleasant ecircum-
stance of 1eporting a defieit. Speaking
the other night, the wmember for Yilgarn
(Mr. Horan) complained that a great
deal too much was being made of our
defiett. I could not exaetly understand
the point of the hon. member’s remark.
It was alleged, T think by him, that if
we took into consideration onr coutri-
bution to the sinking fund we had no
deficit at all, and other members in one
place and another have shown a tend-
ency at times during the last few months
to regard this sinking fund as a sort
of incubus on Lhe State that should, if
possible, be thrown off, but at all events
should be reduced in size. I hope the
Government are not going to take what
would he the most popular way out of
its diffienlties— most popular with a large
portion of our population—a course of
reducing expenditure by reducing the
sinkine fund. To me the establishment
of a solid sinking fund is our only jusii-
fieation for borrowing monev. .\l the
time of our prosperity we have been
praisine the wise statesmanship that in-
duced tie leaders of political thought in
Western Ausiralia at the outset to es-
tablish a substantial sinking fund in
conneclion with every one of the State’s
loans; we have been hoasting of the fact
that we were so much in froot of the
other Australian States in our financial
affairs, in our financial knowledge and
in our application of that knowledge, as
was evidenced by the establishment of

A
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our sinking fund and our maintenance
of it. Now, at the first breath of ad-
versity, after advertising ourselves all
over the world as far as we possibly
could as a people who were determined
to give evidence of our bona fides in
borrowing, of our bona fide determina-
tion not only to pay back but to pay back
by a return of pounds sterling from the
State to the horrower, instead of pay-
ing baek by a redemption loan, in other
words paying back one lender by bor-
rowing from another ; after advertising
ourselves all over the financial world as
a State that was determined to provide
with every loan a sinking fund to re-
deem that loan, and to redeem il as near
as possible at maturity—already there
have heen one or two loans redeemed,
small loans it is true, by the operation
of the sinking fund, and we have not
been slow either to advertise that factin
our Budget statements and in other ways,
and we have rightly taken a large degree
of pride in the faet that we were pre-
pared to make eertain sacrifices in order
that our loans might be redeemed at
maturity, or that the bulk of them might
at all events be redeemed when they did
mature—but now, I repeat, at the first
breath of adversity I hope the Govern-
ment are not geing to change that policy
which has heen established in Western
Australin. It is only by means of the
coniributions to the sinking fund that
Western Australian has of recent years,
even with its inerease of population, kept
down its indebtedness within reasonable
limits; and undoubtedly if any interfer-
ence with the sinking fund took place
it would be necessary that a correspond-
ing reduetion in our expenditure of bor-
rowed money shonld take place at the
game time. Otherwise it would mean
keeping on our present expenditure, and
year by year the loan indebtedness of the
State per head would be .geoing up to a
considerable exteni. The advantage of
our sinking fund is that while we have
borrowed and have been spending our
borrowed money, we have managed by
the operation of that fund to keep down
so far, in fact to reduce for the last few
years our total indebtedness per head in-
stead of inereasing it by our added loan
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expendit_ure.\ Now, coming to the ques-
tion of expenditure, I find as I say
that our expenditure has not decreased
to the extent it should have in order
that we might live within our income.

Hence the accumunlated defieit of
about £208,000. The prineipal
savings that have Theen effected
during the past few years are to

be found in one or two departments, and
the largest of them, if I con eall it a
saving, is in public works expenditure.
That of course does not represent an
actual saving, it represents a sacrifice
on the part of the people of the State,
it represents some want not met by the
Government, some need unsupplied ; it
does not vepresent an actual saving,
because the delay in spending the money
that may be required for any particular
work does not do away with the neces-
sity for that public work, but allows the
necessity toe rvemain, to be met, to be
coped with at some later date. Post-
ponement therefore does not represent
fulfilment—a very obvious trmism, but
che it appears neeessary at times to
state in order that it may be realised
that this reduction in expenditure, so
far as the Public Works Department is
concerned at all eveuts, Jues not repre-
sent a tangible zaving. The only other
aepartment showing a very large saving
—aitd in this case it is a saving in ad-
ministraticn—is the Raiway Depart-
tient, in which there is a rveduetion in
expenditure for 1906-7 as compared
with 1202-3 of no less than #£114,226,
althcugh during the same term there had
Leen a eonsiderable inerense in railway
nmileage. Tt wili therefore be seen that
in one department at all events a sub-
stantial saving has been effected in the
four years that have transpired. Deal-
ing with the public works gquestion—
and T desive to lay a little stress on that
—I find that in 1902-3 we spent through
the Public Works Department from
consolidated revenue the sum of £428,051,
whereas in 1906-7 the expenditure was
£192.977. [Mr. Johnson : 1t would he
hetter for wvourself to compare 1904-5
with the preseat year.] I am gaing to
say a word about 1804-5 presently.
This represented a reduction of £235,074,
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_ It is a reduction however which repre-
" wents a delay in meeting publie wants in
some instances, and which represents in
other ihstances a teansfer from consoli-
dated rvevenue to loan aceount. Tere
agxain, so tar from a saving being effect-
ed by that transter, there is a distinet
State le=2 involved in the action. We
will take as an example that a building
or work of a nonproduetive character
has to be erected at a ecest of £10,000,
and that it has been custommary we will
say in erecting such a hoilding, whether
it be a printing oflice or a museim or
half a dozen State schools, to meet tle
expenditiure trom consolidated revenue ;
but it is deeided, in anier to relieve the
_ ednsulidated revenue, to spend the money
from loan aceount. The effeet of that
iz that we pay first of all £10,000 for
the crection of the building or buildings,
and then as the one per cent. of our
sinking fund will take 4G years to re-
pay the loan, we shall be paying dur-
ing the 46 years the interest on the
£10,000. Tltnnately, before the loan is
redeemer we shall have spent for that
building in the shape of intevest £17,250
—computing the interest at 334 per cent.
—in addition to the £10,000 cost and
vaine of the building. In other words,
that one building eonstructed from loan
aceount costs the enuntry altogether be-
fore the loan is redeemed £27,230, instead
of £10,000 represented by its value. That
is the effect of transferring expenditure
of a nonproeductive eharacter from con-
solidated revenue account to loan ae-
_count; I contend that these figures only
need te be stated to show that the
country is paying altogether too highly
for the loxury of getting buildings eon-
structed immediately, and of transferring
expenditure to loan aceount in order per-
haps to save the pockets of the tax-
pavers a little less taxation in the im-
mediate present. I desire to say a word
or two in regard to the expenditure on
public works for the financial year
1904-5, and I trust the House will excuse
me in doing so. T elaim as an excuse
for tentioning the matter that I was, in
that financial year, probably the most
eriticised man in Wesiern Australia,
owing to what was alluded to as the
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“mark-time” poliey. This was de-
nonnced I thiuk in about 95 per cent. of
the newspapers of Western Awstralia;
denmunced in Parliament by those mem-
bers af the present linistry who were
then in Parliament, and also, I believe,
by a number of my friends not in the
Ministry but sitting on the Ministerial
vide of ihe House at present. I desire
to say that I give these hon. members
credit for having eriticised that poliey
with the very hest intentions, and with
the full and certain bhelief that it was
an altogether fatal policy. I believe that
they honestly thonght there was no need
for it, but I want to ask members to
listen 1o a word or two which gave thab
policy the name it had, and then to eon-
sider whether in the light of subsequent
State finaneial history the poliey and the
words with whieh it was initiated were
not absolutely justified. The words
which gave the poliey its name are
these :—
¢ At the moment, party polities are
less important, and a recognition of
the need for economy and a courage
to insist upen it are vital requirements
you have a vight to expect from wyour
Ministers. This Ministry is prepaved
to handle firmly this finaneial pro-
blem. We recognise at present that
a spirited public works peliey so0 ad-
vantageous in former years, s0 popu-
lar at all times, must be abandeoned.
A periocd of financial rest and reen-
peration is requived by the State. If
is hoped we shall require anly to mark
time for a short period, and that a
forward march may then be resumed.
It is natural to anticipate that a de-
lay in carrying out those public works
whiclh are needed—some already
auihorised by Parliament—will not
add to the popularity of the Mimstry.
That seetion of the public directly af-
fected by a polievy of ecenomy will
always dislike those who inaugurate
it. Our satisfaction will he in the
refleetion that we are in power to
serve the publie, and not to grafify
them, and our vindieation in the future
we regard as assured.’’
I do not know whether there could be
any more striking example of the justi-
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fication of those remarks, and perhaps
I may say the forvesight that prompted
them, than the Estimates submitted to
Parliament year after year by succeed-
ing Ministries. In that year with the
“ mayk time?’ policy, which was so
strongly denounced, we provided on the
Estimates £387,000 for pablic works, and
we actonally spent £337.927 as against
£192.577  spent last financial year.
Therefore, the *‘ mark time ™’ policy
with regard to public works disharse-
ments represented an expenditure of
£144,830 in exeess of that earried ont by
this Government, with its ¢ spirited
publie works poliey.”” 1 do not desire
to make these remarks altogether as a
eriticism of the present Ministvy, for I
am more anvious v see the finances
placed on a sound footing than to see
any JMinistry thrown out or any other
Ainistry put in. T am aaxious to help
the present Government in any diffienl-
ties of a finangial nature they ave con-
fronted with, and 1 recognise that they
lave grave finaneial difficuliies to face.
My ounly eomplaint is that the same re-
coghition was not extended to those as-
sociated with me in office and myself at
a time when difficulties likewise existed.
I was anxious to say these few words re-
lating to the ‘‘ mark time’’ poliey in
order to justify those associated with
me aud myself in the attitude we then
assumed, and to justify the words I
then uttered, and the policy T then in-
augnrated, I desire no farther justifi-
cation than that which is afforded, as
1 have said, by the history of the State
finanees so far as it has proceeded ginece
the date when those words were used.
In regard to our expenditure I find that
there is not that reduetion in admini-
strative eost that we must have. I re-
engnise that the Government will have
to secure mare effective economies than
have resulted up to date. At the same
time one can readily evedit them with
having been endeavouring since their in-
troduction to oflice to effect economies.
In that conneetion, too, we must recognise
the fact that in some directions at all
events there has heen a diminution of ex-
penditure. A greater reduction must
take placein the immediate future. Ina

{ASSEMBLY.)

Eighth day.

large number of departments we have
inereases of revenue; but as to inereases
of expenditure, except in one instanece—
that of the Lands Department where in-
creases in revenue and expenditure are
about preportionate one to the other—
the increases of revenune and expenditure
are disproportionate. [Mr. Johnson :
Tt is questionable whether the increased
revenue from lands is sound.] I am
going into that divectly. In a depart-
ment which is doing a larger business at
present than it has done before, there
should not be an inereased expenditure
corresponding to the inereased revenue.
Naturally it is easier to do larger busi-
ness without a  proportionately larger
staff. If you have only a certain
amount of business vou must retain a
skilled staff, but it does not need to
grow to the same extent as the inerease
in the volume of business. In the Lands
Department the cost and size of thel
staff have grown step by step with the
growth of the revenue. In the Mines
Department, where the revenue has not
been increasing but rather falling, except
in regard to that revenue derived from
publie batteries, the expenditure has been
inereasing. T eannot separate the pablic
batteries from the mines expeuditure
generally, for I have not the figures
of the public batteries alone; but
I find that the total vevenue from
public  batteries plus mines gen-
erally in 1902-3 was £101,727, and in
1906-7 £121,607, the increase being
£19,8580 ; the expenditure in 1902-3 was
£119,962 and in 1906-7 £163,718. There
was an increase in revenue therefore of
£19,880, and an increase in expenditure
of £43,756. I am not able, neither do I
suppose is any other member, to put a
finger an the exaet spot where economy
ean most rveadily Dbe effeeted; but the
Government must face this problem
holdly and fight it until they achieve sue-
cess, and a strong and vigorous effort
must be made during the present finaneial
vear to effect cconomies and increase
revenue, or do both—and I, think it is
absolutely essential to do both—so that
we shall, at the end of the finauncial year
show a c¢redit balance which will go a
little way at all events to wipe off the
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accumnlated defieit. 1 desire to recog-
nise the difficulty that has faced this
Government, as well as its predecessors,
in regard to the annual increase in the
bill for sinking fund and interest. In
1902-3 it was £692,692, whereas our ex-
penditure in this respeet last financial
year was £864,964, showing an increase
of £172,272. That means that we have
year by year a sinking fund and interest
bill that, in so far as the past four years
are a guide, represent an average annual
imerease of £43,000. This financial year
the Treasurer is beginning with a defieit
of £208,000. He has an expected increase
for the sinking fund and ‘interest of, say,
£43,000, assuming the average of the
past four years is maintained. He has
to face the possibility of a reduction in
the Commonwealth surplus, again in this
instanee following the precedent of the
last two years, and npecessarily there will
be a reduction, because this financial year
is the first in which the Treasnrer will
receive nothing from the local State
tariff, as there is a possibility of a
larger Commenwealth expenditure, and
for the farther reason, too, that, in the
revised Federal tariff it is ceriain that
the direction of the revision will be to-
wards an increased proteetion, and that
increased proteetion necessarily will have
& tendeney to encourage the use of Aus-
tralian products in the place of oversea
products. Here again year by year the
State Government will lose the benefit
more and more of the customs revenue
derived from oversea goods. We will
probably feel a marked revulsion im-
mediately the new tariff is introdueed,
beeanse I helieve that even Mr. Reid him-
self has admitted that the new tariff must
be in the direction of inereased protection
—increased protection from which we
as a State can receive no gain, increased
protection for which we as a State shall
bave to pay in the shape of a farther
reduction of our surplus from the Com-
monwealth, Assume that the reduetion
it the surpius returned by the Common-
wealth amounts to only £50,000 for this
finaneial year, then the Treasurer will
be faced by the need for farther provi-
sion to the extent of £93,000 for sinking
fund and interest, and to meei the de-
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ficieney in the Commorwealth surplus
this added tn the alveady existing defieit
of £208,000. In connection with that
state of affairs we bhave to consider the
possibility of some new arrangement be-
ing made for distributing the Common-
wealth surplus ; a circumstance for
whieh until the question iz definitely
settled the State Treasurer must be pre-
pared ; a circumstance which mayv re-
sult in a farther annual loss in the near
future to this State. In view of this
faet it is more than ever urgently neces-
sary that the State revenune and expendi-
ture should at the earliest possible date
be made to bhalance ; lhat the acecumu-
lated deficit should as quickly as possible
be wiped off. [Mr. Johnson : You have
been supplying apologies for the Trea-
surer.] I have been anxious as far as
1 could to depict the exact position of
affairs as it appears to me at the present
time in Western Australia. I have been
tryving to speak without any regard to
party considerations ; neither as a
friend nor as a foe of the Government,
but as a representative of the Siate all
the time. The Treasurer will then have,
in addition to establishing new econo-
mies, in addition to reducing the cost of
administration, not only to propose hut
to ensure the imposition of some new
taxation; and in this connection I should
like to urge, assuming any portion of
the amount we have ceased to enntribute
through the Customs remains in the
pockets of the people of this State, they
canhot be alleged to be at all beavily
taxed. Western Australia has now but
a very light direet taxation, a direct tax-
ation that practically does not fall on
the great hody of the population. I
find that for the last financial year the
total amount shown as revenue from
taxation was £266,151, or about one
pound per head. But if we analyse
that revenue we shall find it is taxation
that does not fall on the great bulk of
the people. Take the first item on the
list—licenses, whieh bring in £43510,
a tax that falls on a small number of
people, a tax that can hardly be ealled
a tax at all, because it consists of pay-
menis made in return for concessions
given, and the payment is in the major-
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ity of cases mueh lower than the value
of the eoncession ; in faet the pavinent
of 43,510 represents something largely
in the nature of presents made to the
persuns who contribute the greater por-
tion of the tax. Then we come to divi-
dend duties, £116,916 ; and the bulk of
these duties are paid by people not resi-
dent in the State, a very large propor-
tion indeed, and I regret it is impossible
to ascertain the exact figures; but in
any case the contributors arve persons
who are drawing wealth in the shape of
these dividends from the State. Even
if the contributors resided in the State
they wounld only be paying an income
tax of not undue amount if we compare
it with the income tax imposed hy the
mother eountry. Agai, stamp revenue
amounts to £063,634. This is the prin-
cipal item, practically the only item, of
direct taxation which falls on individu-
als In the community, Probate duty
brought in £34,308. This duty again is
paid on property which has never be-
longed to the people from whose pockets
the dunty comes; on property left by will
or otherwise by those who have passed
away; and farther, it does not represent
a direct contribution from any person
who has previously held the property in
respect of which the duty is paid; and
therefore it inflicts no hardship on the
individual. The last item, the totalisator
tax, realised £7,781; and this again is
not a fax on individuals at all; it is a
tax purely on certain clubs, the indi-
vidual members of which do not feel the
contribution made. Western Anstralia
is therefore in the happy position of
making practically no contribution in
the shape of direct taxation to the main-
tenance of the State, and I urge that
the Governinent may well not only in-
troduce their land tax again, but may
couple with it an income tax which shall
fall on incomes not earned from the land
itself; and in that connection I would re-
peat what I have urged previously: if
you impose a land tax alone, you impose
something largely in the nature of a
class tax; you fail entirely to reach the
persons, such as Foy & Gibson, and T
could mention a number of others, who,
because they are not registered as limited
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liability  companies, earry on business
heve but pay no dividend duty, although
they take out of the State very largze
anpual profits.  They spend nothing in
the State except what is necessary for
eariving on thelr husinesses; and under
the land Lax such firms will make but a
small contribution to the State revenue.
It may well be urged that they, in eom-
mon with professional persons, mer-
chants, and others, should, as well as
the rank and file of the community, make
a dirveet contribution in the shape of an
income tax whieh shall balanee with the
contribution of those who will he called
on to pay the bulk of any land tax that
is imposed. But here I may perhaps be
pardoned for expressing the hope that
another place will probably this session
recognise what, in my opinion at all
events, 15 the will of the people as to
the land tax, I have heard certain gen-
tlemen who, when they reject Bills sub-
mitted to them by this Chamber, express
thelr perfect willingness to take the ve-
sponsibility of rejecting certain  mea-
sures. But they are never required to
do so at all. They simply reject a mea-
sure, pass on to the consideration of
the next husiness, and are utterly irve-
gponsible for the result of their action.
I should very muech like to see an alterva-
tion of the Constitution so as to remedy
that, and to make hoth Chambers equally
responsible for their actions. I should
like, too, until snch an alteration is made,
to see the practive adopted of not pen-
alising one Chamber hecause the two
Chanihers disagree, but of getting the
direet will of the people by means of a
referendum, a far more satisfactory way
of ascertaimmg the will of the people
than that of a dissolution of either
Chamber; because in that dissolation all
sorts of personal as well as sectarian
questions, all soris of party quesiions
too, are liable to arise; party questions
that may be altogether outside the scope
of the question in dispute between the
two Houses. I should like to urge the
Government, should they fail to pass
their taxation proposals this year, to
adopt the prineiple of taking an Ex-
ecutive referendum with a view to as-
certaining the will of the people; and
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I believe that iz the only satisfastory
way in which that will ean be ascer-
tained; that is a way far more conclusive
than a dissolution of either Chamber. As
the member for Guildford {Mr. Johnson)
mentioned just now, a word or twe may
be said as to the revenue derived from
the Lands Department. It is impossible
on the figures published to decide how
much of the revenue is derived from
licenses and leases, and how much from
the sale of Crown lands, eitler on de-
ferred payments such as the eonditional
purchases or by. anction sales. But I
desire to point out that as soon as the
finances. of this State are put on 2
proper footing, in my opinion the Gov-
ernment should adopt sone new privnciple
in dealing with the surplus Crown lands
revenue. When there is a balance of
revenue over expenditure in respect of
the Crown Jlands, the Treasurer should
capitalise the proceeds of Crown lands
sales instead of spending these proceeds
from year to year; hecause after all this
is pot an annually recurving revenue, it
is not a revenue that will at all events be
perpetually an oannually reewrving reve-
nue, hut it vepresents the proceeds of the
sale of the asseis of the State; and we
are parting with onr assets year by year,
and are using the proceeds of those
assets for the payment of working ex-
penses. In other words, under the pre-
senb system we are year by year living
on our capital. I venture to say that as
we dispose of these Crown lands, dispos-
ing of them as we do for all time, we
should at the same time make such a pro-
vision that, apart from the cost of our
lands administration, the balance will be
capitalised so as to be the nucleus of a
fund that may likewise be available for
all time to those who come after us, and
may be used for developmental works in
exactly the same fashion as we now use
loan funds. As that capital account is
operated on, the money drawn from it
and expended should he treated as if it
were borrowed money, treated as money
borrowed from this fund, to be repaid by
the establishment of a sinking fund, in
like fashion as a sinking fund is estab-
lished in respect of our leans; that inter-
est at the same time should be paid on
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sueh  mouevs. and the woneys s
used should be treated n all genses

as if they were loan moneys./# The
fund should be a loan from the
State to the State ; in other words the
asset should be made a perpetnally-exist-
ing asset that should for all time benefit
the population of this State. And T be-
lieve that in course of time, if the fund
were so treated, it would, it must, become
so substantial that it would in time abso-
lutely dispense with the need for our
going for money to a foreign creditor ;
it would enable us to provide our own
loan fund, and Lo develop the cou?ltry., at
our own expense, without introducing -any
heavy burden at all, even femporarily, on
our own taxpayers, .

Hon. F. H. Piesfe : Would you make
it available immediately, or defer its
use ¢

Mr. DAGLISH : I should make it
available immediately, but treat it as
eapital that might be lent to different
works.

My, Gordon : Would you debit against
it cost of surveys and of administration ?

Mr. DAGLISH : Undoubtedly.

Mr. Gordon 1 Would there be anything
left ¢

Mr. DAGLISH : The hon. member
should look at the figures, which T ecan
give him if he will not look them up.
The fizures for the last year show a
balanee of approximately £70,000 of
Lands revenue over expenditure ; and if
the rnsh of settlement continues from
year to year, the amount of that balance
may he increased, especially if administra-
tive economies he found practicable ; and
the Premier has assured us that although
he has already made eertain reductions in
that department, others ave possibic and
will Le earried out at a very early date.
In regard to the reform of the Legisla-
tive Couneil, T Lhope the Government will
introduce a measure going at all events
ag far as household sufiraze, and not
making any distinetions whatever be-
tween different sections of hpusebelders
in the community. I helieve if a meca-
sure of househald suffrage were intro-
duced there would bo no more difficulty
in passing it through this Chamber and
another place than there would be in
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getting a reduction to £15 or £10. At
the same time, it would give a far greater
degree of satisfaction to the electors of
the State. I should like to see an en-
tirely different second ehamber from that
which we have at jpresent in Western
Australia. In every State where there
is an eleetive House on a vestricted fran-
chise there have been disputes, difficul-
ties, and differences, and suwmetimes dead-
lacks hetween the twe Houses. A far
simpler and more satisfactory method of
working onr Constitution seems to me
to lie in the adoption of ike nominee
principle, particnlarly as it is  urged
that the second chamber is intended as
a chamber of revision. BSurely in a
chamber of revision, it is necessary that
there shall be on the part of ifs mem-
hers the possession of some higher quali-
ties, some greater knowledge, some wider
experience than are enjoyed by members
in the chamber whose work it revises.
If the members of both Houses be only
equal in knowledge, he only equal in ex-
perience, be only equal in intelligence,
then the seecond chamber with a smaller
nnmber of members is necessarily not
qualified by personal capacity to review
the work of the first chamber; and the
faet of the restrietion of the franchise
does not add to the inteiligence of the
members, especially as the members are
elected from the same ~lass as are the
members of this Charuber; in other
words, any individual qualified for mem-
bership of the lower chamber is equally
qualified for membership of another
chamber. There is no restmetion as to
the membership; the only restrietion is
as to age, and that is so slight that it is
usually fuifilled in this Chamber as well
as in another. If we ave to have a
chamber of revision, that chamber should
be so constituted as to be able effectu-
ally and efficiently to earry out the rve-
vision, The mere rejection of measures
from time to time heeause they are ob-
noxious to certain members of the com-
munity does not mean revision. A class
House cancot possibly be entitled a
chamber of revision hecause of the mere
fact that a class House must necessarily
look at any question not from the hroad
point of view that is requisite in a re-
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viser, but from the elass point of view
that affects the members. I urge if we
are to have a second chamber and that
second ehamber shall be representative
solely of property, it is absurd we should
pay tfrom the eonsolidated revenue any
salavies whatever Lo those who are the
representatives of the propertied classes,
If we are to have property representa-
tion, it is reasonable that property should
hear the cost of that representation. But
the existence of any class chamber is en-
tirely opposed te the funetions of a
chanmber of revision. I have been un-
able im my reading of Austraiian his-
tory to discover any serious diffieulty
that could oecur or last for any time be-
tween the lower Legislative Chamber
and an uyper Legislative Chamber, where
that Chamber was a nominee body.
There is always the power in the Gov-
ernor to increase the chamber by new
nominations, and in that way the will
of the people can always be obtained;
but in legislative bodies with restricted
franchises, not only is revision diffieuls,
it is often impossible for public opinion
to make itself felt, especially if there
be no periodically reeurring dissolutions.
1 wrge the Governmment, so far as re-
vising the franchise is concerned, to do
it effectively and introduee a proposal
for household franchise; and I would

‘at the same time advise the Ministry

that they should take into consideration,
should that measure be defeated. the
wisdom of proposing such an amendment
of the Constitution as will lead to the
establishment of a chamber of revision
different from that which is existing at
the present time. [Mr. Johuson : Is it
necessary at all?] I am arguing on the
hasis of a second echamber heing neces-
sary; and assuming a second chamber
be necessary, then thnt ehamber should
possess on the part of its members ex-
perience, knowledge, and ecapacity,
greater than is possessed by those mem-
bers whese work it reviews, If there
were o purely nominee body, then in
my opinion certainly legislative ecapa-
city in the lower ehamber should be the
sole passport to the upper house. There
should be experience on the part of the
memhbers, before they are able to gain
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admission to that place where experi-
ence is necessary if the work done is
to be valuable. I do not desire to touch
-on any other matters dealt with in the
Address-in-Reply. I shall be very glad
indeed to deal with them when they
come forward in (he shape of definite
legislative proposals, but I wish to urge
on the Government the need of doing its
best at the very earliest to place the
finances on a more satisfactory footing.
I will wind up as [ began by stating that
this question of finance is entireiy above
party politics. It is one in which party
polities do not, and should not, intrnde.
All alike in the House should render the
Treasurer what assisianee we can, in
diseharging his onerous duties; af the
same time [ shouid like to point out that
there is a large amount of misconcep-
tion in the minds of the public particu-
larly, and T think someiimes in the
minds of membors of this House, in re-
gard to the cause and effect of State
deficits. It will be well to bear in mind
that the existence of a deficit in our
Treasury does not represent necessarily
depression in the State; that theve may
be a defiecit when everything is pros-
perous in the State. A State deficit re-
presents merely the fact that expendi-
ture has heen allowed to exceed revenue
~—nothing more and nothing less. Even
a falling revenue in Western Anstralia
does not necessarily boply depression.
(Interjection.) The experience in each
State T would remind members must be
taken on its merits. We have to take
the fact thai our delicit has been
doubly =accounted for by the reduced
Commonweaith surplus alone.  [Mr.
Johnson: By ‘the “ifs” of the present
Ministry.] T concede to members that
in a community where the main source
of vevenue is an income tax, a falling
revenue represents commercial depres-
sion, but where that is not the case,
where there is no direct taxation, there
can he a fall in revenue without depres-
sion, and there may be at fimes too an
increase of revenue due fo an alteration
in tariff, for instanee, without represent-
ing any actnal increase or accession of
prasperity. We are often inclined, I
think, to entirely gauge our prosperity
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as o State by the econdition of our
public finances, and if we do so we are
very liable to err. We may bave de-
ficit= in the most prosperous vears if
there should bhe difficulties like those
whieli have cceurred during the past
five or six years since owr connecfion
with the Conuponwealth. We have
parted with our power to control what
has been in the past our prineipal
source of revenue. Having parted with
that power, the natarve of our tariff may
be varied during the present finaneial
vear and our revenue nccessarily must
be affected by the change. If protee-
tive duties be increased, the KEastern
Australian manufactures may be stimu-
lated thereby and our importations from
the East will be inereased consequently.
This inereased importation though ma-
terially affecting revenue dves not imply
a reduction of prosperity, or an increase
of depression on the part of Western
Australin at all. 1 desire to say that
because [ think we should as far as pos-
sible disabuse the public mind that the
mere existence of a deficieney repre-
sents a degree of instability, a lack of
confidence, a degree of depression,
on the part of the community. I
chank members for the patience with
which they have listened to my remarks.

At 615, the Speaker left the Chair,
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. W. B. GORDON (Canning) :
As T recognise that during the debate
1t has been the desire of hon. members
to curtail their remarks as much as pos-
sible to the point, I shall endeavour to
follow that example. There is an un-
usual feature in regard to this debate,
that is in regard to the complimentary
remarks that have come from Opposk
tion members who have spoken. Each
and every one has complimented, sume
in a larger and some in a lesser degree,
the administration of the Government;
and of course in conserjuence of that, the
eriticism they have put up las been
naturally weak. But, after all, can it
be wondered at that the Government of
the day, having taken in hand the works
that they have, should he subjected to
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the complimentary remarks made ¢
The works I refer to are the Pilbarra
Railway, the Fremantle dock, the Kal-
goorlie abattoirs, the lighthouses on the
North-West coast and the stock-route
from Sturt Creek to Wiluna. These are
works which during my six years of
Parliamentary experience have been
considered every year. They are works
absolutely necessary for the advance-
ment of the State, yet each year they
were passed by ; but with a vevenue de-
pleted as compared with that of years
gone - by, the Government of the day
have taken these works in hand, works
whiech have been put by by previous
Governments Leenuse perhaps they were
not popular with some people or per-
haps net so good for catching the eye
of the publie, though after all inore
beneficial for the advancement of the
State. So 1 say, after all the Opposi-
tion are perfectly jusiified in the com-
plimentary vemarks made in regard to
the administration and the proposals of
Government. The principal attack made
up to the present is in reference to the
loan the Government propose to make
to assist in the establishment of freezing
works in the North. The argument put
up in opposifion to that loan being
made are first, that it greases the fat
sow, and second that it will create a

monopoly. In answer to the first, the
Government are practieally hawking

this proposition, and it has not been
availed of at all. [JIr. Bolton : It is
all pre-arranged.] Of enurze, the hon.
member knows evervthing ; he knew all
aboul that railway matter, but it did uot
come off exaetly as he thought. If the
loan is taken advantage of, the Govern-
ment of the day will be very fortunate.
In regard to the second argument ad-
vanced, that it will create a monopoly,
there can he no monopaly ereated in
Western Australia in regard to its meat
supply any moere than there can he a
monepoly created in regard to its wheat
supily ; because in the matter of price
the market to-day in beef or mutton is
commanded by the London market on
the one hand and by the market in the
sister States on the other hand. There
is not the slighiest doubt about that,
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Therefore, if there is no monopoly exist-
ing to-day there can be no monopoly
if these freezing works are established.
Members of the Opposition, of course,
refer to a local monopoly. They refer
to what they call the heef ring or the
meat ring, which has never existed in
Western Australia, 1 have been in the
business for the last seventeen years and
should kuoow it. And anyone knowing
the retail meat business in Western Aus-
tralia wili know that where one has sur-
vived the other 99 have gone down and
turned insclvent over it.  Some mem-
bers talk about the meat ving, but they
know no more about it than about other
questions. If we do nol establish these
freezing works is it not naiural that the
sister States will eventually send as
muell as they ean of their heef and mut-
ton to us? The primest meats reared
in the Lastern States are sent to London,
and beef is selling at 3%%d. per Ib. and
mutton at not much more, [Mr, Scad-
dan: Where?] In London. Therefore, it
is only a matter of time, when the com-
petition is keen euough, that the price
of meat will be reduced in the London
market by other countries eompeting
with Australia; and so it is only a

matter of time whether the other
States  will  dump  everything on
Western  Austraila or not. As a

matter of fact, to-day, according to the
Australusian, lambs arve selling in the
East at trom 13s. to £1 per head; vet
they are landing lambs here from Vie-
toria and selling them at 10s. How 1is
that aceounted for? It is simply that
everylthing they can dump of an in-
ferior artiele on Western Australia they
are dumping here now. So without
naming any of the advantages to Dbe
gained by the establishment of freezing
works, I maintain that in self-defence
we wust establish them to fight the oppo-
sition of the Eastern States on is own
merits. In this instance, unfortunately,
the Government eanunot offer any bonus,
but they are deing the best they can by
offering to pay pound for pound at a
low rate of interest to endeavour to es-
tablish the industry. That is the only
hope we have of competing against the
Eastern States. I may mention the ad-
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vantages that may acerue to the State
through the establishment of these freez-
ing works. In the first place, the im-
portations of meat to this State have
been mentioned by members who have
previously spoken, especiatly the member
for Subiaco {Mr. Daglish) when he re-
ferved to the amount of foodstaff coming
into the State to-day that is practically
squelehing all our factories and deing
away with the chance we have of com-
peting with the Eastern States, that is
in the eities. It is one matter on which
I blame the Labour party, that when
ther were in power they made no at-
tempt to reduce the cost of living. Pro-
bably now they realise that the Govern-
ment of the day mre taking the matter in
hand they arve a little bhit jeaious, and
probably that is the reason for their
absurd opposition. Last year (1906)
we immported of meats, namely caftle,
beef, and tinned meat, nearly £300,000
worth. We imported over three million
pounds weight of tinned meats which are
so essential to the extension of onr gold-
‘fields, because they arve the meats the
prospector must have with him, And
we imporied in frozen heef 217,000ibs,,
and of mutton and lamb aver 4,000,000
lbs. There are also potted and con-
centrafed meats; but these are guestions
whieh do not trouble members sitting on
the Opposition benches, becanse they are
earning their money so easily they do
uot care what they have to pay for meat.
I worry about the prospector; that is
the man 1 am worrying about. Of
course, it is all very fine fo laugh, and I
conld laugh at most of the objections the
Opposition have iaken in their aftacks
on the Government, but this is a mighty
serious subject. In addition to saving
this matter of £300,000 anaually for
these meats by establishing these freez-
ing works, we will also assist the swall
holder. That is an argument put up ut
only by me but by others. The swmr i
man, if e wants money at all, is bounl
to sell his stock to the man who ¢ n
afford to fill a ship, so that with {: 2
establishment of freezing works up theie
it will be only natural that the small man
will have some encouragement, and will
be able to zet cash without having to go

[28 Jury, 1907.]

Eighth day. 371
on bended knee to the capitalist who can
charter a ship on his own account ; and
he will get hetter prices. The establish-
ment of these works will also tend to
give eneouragement to the men who are
called the “fatted sows” Tt will also
encouragze them to improve the breed of
their slock.  To-day the mavkef for heef
in the North-West is very limited. We
cannot consume all in Perth; and i is a
matter of {aet, and members of this
Honse koow i, thal we have to semd
away overland to Queensland this vyear
something like 19,000 head of cattle

to be tinned theire and hrought rowid
here and sold to the people on
our goldfields. This is the posilion.

Tt would be an encouragement to the
small and the lavge holders of stock in
the vieinities in the North-West where
thre freezing works would be built to im-
prove their breed of stock. In the first
instance, for export, they must improve
their breed; then it is a well-known fact
that they eannot send Any animal down
fo market that is not in the finesf e¢on-
dition when it leaves the station. The
beast eannol stand shipping unless it is
m the primest condition. In reference
to the eows on a station from which
beasts are bred for the marvket, in the
North-West now these cows are bred
from until they die instead of being sent
down to market after they have become
four or five yeavs of age, and the breed-
ing operations continned from younger
stock. To-day, with the tinned meat we
are importing, we are actually eating
the old tinned stuff from the other States
and they are improving the value of
their stations and stoek at our expense,
as in place of the old cows they are able
to produce cattle from younger stock.
They are able to cull cui the old ecows
and send them to the faetories. There
is no reason why the eattle in the North-
West which are four or five years old
and past their prime should not be
treated in a similar way, and it should
no longer be necessary for us to eat the
poor tinned stuff which is obtained from
the Fastern States; we get quite enough
dirt from {hem already. There are
plenty of zood sound eattle in onr North-
West country which weunld make excel-
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lent coneentrated meat, but would not
he suitable for sending down to the coast
alive; they would serve (o muake good
extract of beef up thewe and this we
would he able to send to the prospee-
tors in the baek bloeks who to-day have
to take Ameriean tinned and concen-
trated meat, made from horses and good-
ness knows what. Is there any reason
why, with Government supervision at
the freezing works in the North-West,
we should not be able to prepare there
rood  eoncentrated meats for the pro-
spectors of Western Australia? T hope
the Government will be able to take a
hand in this matter, and that outsiders
will accept the Government’s offer be-
cause, if they do, we shall be assured
that under the proper supervision of a
Government, and especially of that in
power to-day, we shall have goed tinned
meat and good elean extract of beef pre-
pared from the cattle which at present
are in the North-West. [Mr. Angwin:
Wiy not have it under Government ecn-
trol 3] I have studied this ques-
tion and find that we have quite
enough  Government control in  ‘the
Railways  and other  departments
at present without having any more.
We do not want any more, and it
is better to have a dash of the Govern-
ment and a dash of the speculator.
There is another question that has caused
frouble in connection with the industry,
and that is that the holdings are not
properly stocked. There is no outlet
for the stock in the North-West to-day,
and there is no encouragement for a
man to increase his herds; but if these
freezing works are established and the
markets of the world are opened to the
squatter, then there is no doubt that he
will fulfil the stocking eonditions and
the regulations under which he took up
his country. If the Government do not
foree him to fulfil these conditions, then
without doubt, somecne else who is look-
ing on will take action as soon as he
fails to fulfil his conditions, and will se-
cure forfeiture of the lease. The estab-
lishment of works will improve the posi-
tion all round enormously. The Gov-
ermment will be able to put more in-
spectors up there and these officers will
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see that the eountry is properly stoeked,
and altogether a better arrangement
will he made for the control of the
industry.  Another advantage which
will he gained by the establishment
of the works is that there will be
mmany inere trading steamers running
aiong the ccast. These steamers wiil have
plenty of refrigerating space, and the
pusition will be very different from to-
dav, when a man who desires to send
down ten touns of fish from the North-
West or to consign a shipment of say
500 lambe, is unable to get the necessary
space. In good seasons lambs and meat
wenerally could be consigned down here
in large quantities, and hundreds of
people would gain the benefit. TFish and
game could alse be sent down and these
articles I have nof ineluded in the £300,-
000 to which I have previonsly referred.
All these articles and delicacies could be
brought down and sent out to the pro-
spectors in the back country. I like re-
ferring to the prospectors when talking
to the members of the Labour party be-
cause they do need reminding, not only
of their own interests, but of those which
they are supposed to represemt. As I
say, the establishment of these works,
with a consequent improvement in trad-
ing facilities, would henefit the coastline
of Western Australia for bundreds of
miles. Another advantage would be that
the heavy mortality among the -cattle
shipped from the North-West would be
done away with. Under the present
system very great loss is ineurred, and
I do not suppose I would be very far .
wrong if T said that the meat lost owing
to the mortality among stoclk and sheep
shipped and the loss of weight during
the voyage, would feed Perth for six
months. Not only is great loss experi-
enced through the decrease in the weight
of the animals, but the meat when
sapplied is inferior in quality. The
cattle shipped in the holds of the vessels
at present are so heated that very many
of them naturally eontract heavy colds,
which eventnally develop inte pueu-
monia. This oecurs frequently, not only
in the North-West trade, hut also in the
big shipments from the Eastern Siates.
Recently there have been complaints as
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to cattle from the North-West being in
a very bad way. People might be re-
minded that pneumonia does not really
get into the systewn, but is only an affee-
tion of the lungs which does not resuit
m the deterioration of the meat to any
extent; at the same time, however, it is
just as well that these beasts should be
sent down from the North-West in a
chilled state. By this means there would
be more nutriment in the meat, and it
wounld therefore be wmuch better from
every point of view to establish the freez-
ing works up there and bring the cattle
down in a frozen condition. There is
one other reason to be advanced in
favour of the scheme; that is that it will
wean the settlement of the tick gques-
tion, With the opening ap of the stock
ronte by the Governmment from Sturt
Creek to Lake Way, and the establish-
ment of freezing works in the North-
West, this great difficulty will he over-
coome altogether.  Therefore it will be
seen that hy the establishment of the
works several vexed cuestions, which
have eaused considerable controversy and
trouble in the past, will be settled, and
that we are going to have a cheaper and
hetter supply of meat for the people of
Perth and Western Australia menerally.
I am afraid that this is the very bene
of econtention upon which the Lakour
party are splifting in their dealings with
the Government—the qguestion of cheaper
living. When in power that party never
put forth one effort te relieve the work-
ing man and decrease the cost of his
Living.

Mr. Underwood: Do you say
effort to establish the working man?”

Mr. GORDON: You know nothing
about the establishment of work.

Mr. dngwin: The Government by their
actions have relieved the men from work,
‘because they cannot get any.

Mr. GORDOXN: You are like a lot of
Muscovy ducks, in faet the Opposition
form a poultry vard—always ecackling.

Mr. 8peaker: You must not refleet on
hon. members. .

Mr. GORDOX: I withdraw the re-
mark. There is one other department
T would like to refer to. and that is the
Agrienltural Department, and I will make

“no
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special reference to the Agrienltural Bank
which is supervised by the Honorary
Minister. 3Mr. Mitchell was very severely
criticised for lis aetion in suddenly sel-
ling certain stock from one of the experi-
mental farms. It was said by certain
members that this stock was sold in an
underhand way, and that the prices re-
ceived were not so high as they should
have been. I contend that the action of
fhe dMinister was quite right, for, if any
business man realises tha¢ any proposition
with which he is connected is not a good
one, he ecloses it down at once, and takes
the least loss immediately. The Hono-
rary Minister, when he found out how
things were going, decided to shut down
the establishment at once, and refused to
allow any farther toss to be occasioned
by it. [Mr. Taylor : The farm is not
shut down now.] There is another item,
that is with regard to the importation of
certain eows for which from £8 to £9 was
paid. In referring to this matter several
ton. members suggested that the priee
was too low. Reference was made to the
result of a visit to the Eastern States
made by an expert from Queensland,
but hon. members in referving to
this matter knew nothing whatever
about it, and they evidently know
less about what is essentinl in a
dairy cow. Experts =all realise now
that for dairying purposes the pure bred
eows are not the best. They should be
three-parts pure bred, for otherwise their
constitution is not sufficiently sound. In
last week’s Awustralasian there was an
article by an Ameriecan proiesting
arainst the faet that people now-
adays were utilising both for beef
and dairying purposes caitle of too
high a breed. He poinfed out that this
was not a payable propoesition, and
arrued that the constitution of the pure
stock was sound encugh for either of the
purposes indieated. An instance of this
may be provided by the fat cattle ex-
hibited at shows which, people will realise,
are altogether too fat for eating purposes.
Dairying cows are much the same, and
the best milkers do not come from the
pure breeds, bat from the cross-breeds in
nearly every instance. The argument has
been advanced that the people here should



3r4 Address-in-Reply :
go in for nothing but pure bred stock.
As a matter of faet anyone knowing any-
thing abount the position must realise that
in a country like ours which is just begin-
ning the daivying industry, where proper
facilities are not afforded, where the most
suitable feed is not obtainable, where the
stack cannot be properly housed, it would
be a great mistake fo go in for pure
hred stock. I do not know where the
stock which we are importing is coming
from, but I am pretty well certain that
the man who is buying knows well what
he is doing, and that the catfle which
are to bhe imported lhere will
eventually prove a very paying propo-
sition for the men who purchase them,
Of cowrse all the arguments of the other
side have been irivial; bui the most
trivial of all are those used in refer-
ence to the establishment of butter fae-
tories. Opposition members state clearly
that to establish a butier industry we
must have a butter factory in every
centre, the faectories being within a few
miles of another. [Member: Cream-
eries.] That is still worse. To-day in
the Eastern States the frouble is, too
many hutter factories in the country
disiriets. Take South Australia, where
thie farmer, provided with new separa-
lovs, sends his cream direet to the meiro-
polis.  Sandfords are making the largest
guantity of butter in South Australia.
In disiricts where butter factories have
heen established, farmers ave driving
past them every day and sending their
creamy o Adelaide. That is ouly
natural, because when the ereum is eon-
signed to one man who makes the butter,
he makes it better and at less expense
than several men could make it and the
farmer gets the benefit. I do not wish
to he too severe on members of the
Opposition who talk about butteries and
ereameries, which they say should be
established within twenty miles of every
farm; but I should like to ask them, be-
fore they make remarks about suclh mat-
ters, concerning which they know no-
thing, to take up a nuwmber of the Aus-
fralasian, which they ecan easily procure,
and read the remarks on dairy farming,
and they will not come lere to make
sueh absurd charges and accusations.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Erghth day.

It is highly gratifying to me to he able
to endorse many of the remarks made
to-night by the member for Subiace
(Mr. Daglish). I artacked him and his
Government prineipally heeause they
did not endeavour to make it easier in
this State for those who were establish-
ing  factovies, and those working in
factories, and compeling against the
other States, To-day his figures have
proved thab my accusations, unanswered
until now, have heen answered by the
hon. member himself pleading guilty to
my charge. If I conld compliment my-
self for nothing at all T should ¢ompli-
ment myself—[Interjections by Labour
Members.] Well, that is a bit of Irish.
Sometimes one has to digress from ordi-
nary language to please members in Op-
position. There are two things on which
1 pride myself: the advocacy in years
gone by of freezing works in the Novth,
and the advocacy of a poliey which will
eventvally result in cheaper living for
people in Perth. I hope the Gowvern-
nent will eontinue as they have com-
menced, never minding the little eviti-
eisms of the Opposition. These have not
done harin until now, and I hope the day
is far distant when the Government will
take any notice of such light charges.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. J. VERYARD (Balkatta): While
T can give a general support to the Gov-
croment, there are one or two matiers
on which I intend to take an opposite
view. I do not purpese to deal at great
Jength with items in the Speeeh. The
first paragraph that oecurs to me is that
referring to the opportune rains. 3in-
istries in the past have always elected
to take credit for everything which di-
reetly or indivectly benefits the State. 1
do not know whether the present Gov-
ernment have in any way induced the
opportune rains, but I do remember that
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)

was some vears ago Minister for Lands,

and that he retired from the position a
little later in the season, I think, than
at present, and possibly his retirement
had something to do with the prospecis
of the farmers at that time, which were
not good. IHowever, we are all thankful

.
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for the present rains which arve a bles-
sing ro rthe Siate, and are disclosing
prospeets which we hope will be fully
vealised, knowing the full benefits that
will acerne from a good harvest, which
will assist our other workers and business
pecple as well as our farmers. And those
farmers who will this year be reaping
iheir first harvest mmst, if they secure
good  crops, be eneouraged to proceed
next vear with renewed energy to extend
their operations ; and remembering that
success begets suecess, we all know good
harvests will greatly assist the Minister
for Lands in attracting settlexrs. I con-
gratulate the Minister (Hon. N. J.
Moore} on his suecessful efforts to induce
tand settlement. It is gratifying to all
who have been in the Staie for many
vems to know that we are at last about to
srow sufficient wheat for our, own con-
sumption. This I think is about the first
vear in which we have reached that stage.
Some preparations have already been
made for the exportation of wheat. The
Agricultural Bank will, by assisting the
farmers, undonbiedly play a great part
in future land settlement. Most members
lnow that for several years I had some
experience in the flour trade, though not
as a miller. With my experience of
Western Aunstralian wheat T know that
it is equal to the best grown anywhere
vl=e : but unfertunately, the milling in
m¥ time did not do justice to the wheat
grown, with the result that the bakers,
instead of using loeal flour as they would
have done in other eircumstances, were
cempelled to import a large proportion
of ihe flour they used. This undoubtedly
had a serious effect, by preventing
farmers from extending the areas under
cultivation. Buf now that we have up-
to-date milling and a large number of
mitls established, bakers are and have
bheen for some time pasi willing to use
nathing but the loeal article. It will be
well if other people in the State patronise
lucal industries to a larger extent than
in the past. The other evening the mem-
ber for Katanning (Hon. F. H. Piesse),
replving I think to some remarks in
reference to a State flour mill, elearly
defined the relative pesitions of 1niller
aud farmer. Before I heard his speech
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I thought there was something in the re-
marks from the other side ; but I think
the bon. member bas made it clear that
State mills are needless. The price
of flour is not regulated by local bodies,
but by the ruling price in the Bast and
in the old country ; and it is impossible
for our millers to alter that price. Last
year I supported the land tax, and will
naturally support it this year. Last year
the Bill was practieally rejected in the
other House. The great trouble was over
exemptions. If the Government bring in
a Bill with exemptions, and the other
House see fit to reject it unless the exemp-
tions ave thrown out, I would urge the
Government to accepi the Bill without
exemptions. Opposition members have
clearly demonstrated that the workers do
not require exemption for thelr small
blocks, If that is so, we can let the ex-
emptions go. The farmers are to my
mind amply assisted by the numerons
railways through their distriets, and I
think can easily afford to pay the small
tax that will be demanded. T am sorry
T cannot see my way to support the es-
tablishment of freezing-works in the
North. T have heard the remarks of the
member for Camning (Mr. Gordon), but
my unpression is the matter has net heen
sufficientiy considered by the Govern-
ment ; they have not made sufficient in-
quiry as to whether the effect of establish-
ing such works would or would not be
beneficial. I have made some slight in-
quiry, and a person who has an iniimate
knowledge of the cattle trade both in the
North and the South advises me that the
seheme is at least five years in advance
of the time, and that if the freez-
ing-works were established, something
like a thousand |head of cattle
would be needed every week to keep
the works in operation. If that
is so, I think it would not be long
before the surplus stock would Le
frozen, and then the machinery
must of necessity lie idle. The freezing
works would he of one advantage: they
would get rid by export of the surplus
stoek. That would mean simply hizher
profits to the capitalist, and thus he
would profit by the exportation, and
would also profit by getting a  ligher
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price for meat sent to our own coastal
markets. [31». Gordon: What about
markets in the other States?] Notwith-
standing the hon. member’s assertion,
frozen meat is not of the same value
here as fresh meat. I do not know
whether the hon. member is fond of
frozen meat, but I am not, and I think
the majority of the people of the State
would prefer to pay a higher price for
fresh meat than have to eat frozen melt.
The stock wonld have to be sent away
as frozen ineat from the State, becaunse
the consumption here is so limited that
it wounld result in an increased cost to
the consumer by limiting the snpply of
fresh meat. It seems to me the scheme
ean only have one effect, that of bene-
fiting the pastoralists in the North. If
frozen meat works were likely to be a
paying proposition the pastoralists of
the North are sufficiently wealthy to
build the works themseives, and I am
sure would do so if they thought the
industry warranted the building of them.
If the Government are delermined to go
i for a seheme on the pound for pound
basis T wonld urge on the Government
not {o give the money away as a subsidy
or a granf, hut to retain it as a share in
the concern so that the Government would
be represented on the board of directars,
and thus be able to see that the small
pastoralisis are properly treated. My
object is to give the Government a con-
trolling power with a view of seeing that
fair play is dealt out to all those who
would use the works. In lien of the
freezing works I suggest that the money
should be expended in another form. In
the Eastern States they have markets,
abattoirs, and freezing works near the
capital, and if the Government were to
erect markets, abattoirs, and freezing
works, say at North Fremantle, as near
the North Mole as possible, I feel certain
that these would result beneficially to the
pastoralists as well as to the econsumers.
The pastoralisis would be able to ship
their stock to the markets with the ad-
vantage of obtalning cash for their sales,
and it would lead to an open market
being established for the butchers, who
af the present time bave to deal from
five wholesale people, and in that way
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the small buteher cannot get on. The:
markets would have a tendency to re-
duce the price of meat, in the metro-
politan  districts at any rate. I think
the advantages of freezing works at the
port would he great, as they would give
an equal opportunity te the trade to buy.
This is not so now. In the second place
if the market were glutted it would give
the owners an opportunity of putting
their -cattle through the slanghter yard
and freezing works, and the meat could.
e exported at will. The small pastor-
alists could then secure a ready market
for their cattle, and there wounld he a
preat advantage of exporting the meat
from the port of Fremantle where deep
sea ships wounld he elose alongside to
take it away. My opinion is if the
freezing works were established in the
North-West, in a short time they would
heeome nothing short of a white clephant.
I strongly vrge on the CGovernment to
abandon the proposal in this respeet, and
if neecszary 1 would urge the Govern-
ment to subsidize shipping with a view
of piving the small puastoralists beiter
facilities for getting their stock to
market, At present the small holders
are not ireated as fairly as they should
be, and 1 am given to understand that
they have to wgit until opportunity
arises, and when the large stock-owner
has only a linited supply on hand, then
only will he take the small man’s stock.
[3ir. Angwin: Run their own steamers
is the best.] I would 1ot objeet to that
either. The proposed works would mean
that the consumers would have to pay
their portion in taxes of the £35,000 to
assist people who are well able to take
care of themselves. In addition the con-
sumers would have to pay a higher price
for their meat. With regard to the
franchise proposal for the Upper House,
I am pledged {o a reduction from £25

to £15; but on farther considera-
tion I think we could dispense
with the money qualification

and reduce the franchise to a household
nualification, for T do not think the
Upper House at all times represenls the
will of the people. [Mr. Bolton: You
are oo demoeratic for that side.] I also
think that if household suffrage were
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granted it would have a good effect on
the Upper House. I a very
liberal franchise with a view of retain-
ing the second House, which I think we
need, and I think the term of six years
for which members of another place are
elected is long enough. An Eleetoral
Bill is to be dealt with this session. The
object of this important measure is fo
secure the purity of the rolls. I would
like Ministers to consider the advisa-
hility of compelling the people to vote.
The history of elections in the past
shows that we do not get more than 50
per cent. of the people voting at elee-
tions. This is not satisfactory to the
country, and something should be done
with a view of compelling people to
exercise their undoubted privileges.
With regard to the amendment of the
Mining Act, the object of which is to
give greater security of tenure, I think
the Government should be very ecareful
in any extensions on this line, but I do
not profess to knecw anything abeut min-
ing, still T have noticed with consider-
able regret the number of acecidents that
have oceurved sinee last year, several of
them  resulting  fafally. Legislation
should, if possible, minimise the acei-
dents.  [Mr. Johnson : Check inspec-
tors.] I do not know if these accidents
are the fault of the supervision or the
fault of the law, but something should
be done with a view of affording more
protection to miners. [JMr. Johuson :
We pave you an opportunity last ses-
sion, and you voted against it.] There
is one thing T wish fo compliment the
Minister for Mines on, and that is his
being prepared to consult with the
Leader of the Opposition in regard to
amendments of the Mining Act. I think
that question is large enough te be con-
sidered from a non-party point of view.
With regard to the liquor ftraffic and
local option reform, this matter has been
before the Legislature of the State for
a number of years past, and I bope that
the present Government will sueeessfully
carry the matter through this session.
It has been said there are something like
40 members pledged to local option in
this Honse, and if that be so I trast
these 40 members will see that an Aect
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is framed worthy of the object in view.
I am in favour of compensation. I
know there are reformers who are op-
posed to compensation in any form, and
they urge that the license being only an
annual one, consequently the holders
have no right to compensation. But it
is recognised that once a house is licen-
sed the license cannot he forfeited unless
for a breach of the Aet, and I have no
hesitation in saying that no bench of
magistrates would dare to revoke a
license without some breach of the Act
being eommitted. My idea iz that licen-
sces should be fairly freated by
some form of compensation. The
Premier is not prepared, I do not know
if the House is prepared, to give eash
compensation, but there is a tendeney to
give 10 or 12 years’ notice. I think that
term a lengthy one, and if reduced to
eight or ten vears it would give satis-
faction. The Attorney General bhas
come in for a good many remarks from
members on the Opposition side, and 1
think he is likely to meet with some from
this (Government) side if fhe repert of
his speech made at Kalgaorlie some {ime
ago is correet. The hon. member de-
elared himself in favour of opening
hotels on Sundays, of exempting licen-
sees from fines, and he was also in fa-
vour of fining unfortunate drunkards
every time there was an opportunmty.
We have heard it repeatedly said that
the Daglish Government had a “mark
time ” policy and the present Opposi-
tion say that the Moore Government
have a “stand still’’ policy ; even that
name in this respect would be too good
for them in this ecase. Many years ago
in this State hofels were opened on Sun-
days. The people fought hard for yvears
and succeeded in getting the hotels closed
on Sundays, and I think it is a baekward
movement to try and bring forward the
question of re-opening hotels on Sun-
days. The only exeuse I can see on
behalf of Sunday trading is that a few
drunks are locked up and fined on Mon-
day morning. It seems to me that that
argumént would hold just as well if the
holders of grocers” licenses were to sell
icitly on Sunday, and eustomers were
fined on the Monday. One might just
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ns well argue that the grocers should
have their premises open on Sunday. I
do not think the fact of a few being
fined on a Monday morning for having
heen drunk is any excuse whatever for
the opening of these hotels on Sundays.
To my mind the snggested exemption
from fines is eruel. The publican having
no vestrictions would lay himself open to
enticing the poor unfortunate man with a
thirst to his hotel. He wounld not be
fined, but the unfortunate man would,
and the real culprit in the case would
po scot free. It seems to me that the
publican and his costomer may in a
senge he likened to the receiver and the
thief; for if there were no receiver there
would be no thief; and consequently if
there were no publican selling on Sun-
day there would be no drumks, The
people in our State have the unenviable
reputation of being the largest consumers
of drink in the world. I do not know
whether it is the object of the Attorney
General to give faecilities to increase the
supply or not, but I certainly think the
House should endeavour to reduce the
average rather than extend it. The
lignor reform party have heen looking
for a long time for an Attorney General
with a backbone to administer the laws
of the State as they stand. I am not
referring to the present Attorney
General, becanse others have heen just
as glow, but we want one who will en-
force the laws as they are. Had they
been enforeed in the past we wounld not
have heard so much of the ery for local
option. - I think that if the practice that
after the third offence at all events pub-
licans should have their licenses for-
feited were strictly followed out, in the
uear future there would be no Sunday
trading. When the three mile limit be-
eame law some years ago the State was
not in the same position as it is to-day.
We had no hotels between Perth and Fre-
mantle and none between Perth and
Guildford, so really the three mile limit
did not apply. Now we have hotels all
along the line, and it seems to e that
the limit might very well be increased
to eight or ten miles. At the present
time, so far as I can ascertain, there is
no fixed seale for Government grants
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to roads boards. The 3AMinister for
Works informed us the other night that
the grant was £45 to the £100 expended
by the hoard. [The Minfster for Works:
The reverse way round.] The railway
preposals of the Government deserve
every consideration from the Hounse. 1
pin my faith to the policy of having one
Railway Commissioner, but his powers
should be curtailed so that the Alinister
for Railways can exercise sufficient
authority when required. With regard
to the late Commissioner, I think it is
fair to say that in my opinion he de-
serves the appreciation of this Honse
for the efficient state to which he brought
our railways and for the conscientious
mamner in  which hLe discharged his
duties. To my mind, he tried to earry
out his duties on business lines, hut the
policy of suceessive Ministers for Rail-
ways somewhat interfered with bim at
times, and I believe he has attempted to
sereen one or other Minister by taking
the blame on himself. Whoever the new
Commissioner may be, I do not think
the State need stint itself in the matter
of salary. It may be much befter to
wet a gentleman to fill the peosition at
£3,000 a year than another at £500. We
want the most expert man and the
most  experienced we can get. The
Commissioner will be entrusted to
look after a revenue of many
hundreds of thousands of pounds,
and it maturally follows that the
position must be filled by a man of
exiraordinary ability for the work.
Some conmment has been made on the
Fremantie dock. Last year I sup-
ported the seheme, and of course I shall
support it this year. The site seems to
me a most convenient one for shipping.
However much the nature of the coun-
try may lend itself to the construction
of a doek, I think the shipping deserves
great consideration at the hands of the
Government. My opinion is that the
Fremantle Harbour will not he complete
without a dock and that we should have
one erected at the earliest opporiunity,
which I hope will accommodate the larg-
est steamer afloat. I am very glad the
Government in reply to a question of
mine the other day informed the House
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they Intended to amend the Fae-
I hope that the report of
the select committee on sweating will
have favourable consideration in this
matter. The veport of that committee
was unanimous, and as three out of the
five members of the committee were sup-
porters of the Government, T hope the
commiitee’s report will have a very fav-
ourable effect on the amendment of the
Act. The work of the select commiitee
was an extensive one.  The investiga-
tions led to the examination of a large
number of wilhesses and to the inspee-
tion of a large number of shops and
factories abont Perth and Fremantle,
and  the recommendalions were hased
more or less on the expressions of em-
ployers and employees whe were ex-
amined. Perhaps the chief recommen-
dation was that two workers instead of
six should constitute a factory. I at-
tach a good deal of importance to that,
because I think the larger employers are
not fairly treated in this matter. They
are open to the inspection of factory
inspectors and have to provide better
accommodation  for their emplovees,
which all admit is proper, but the em-
ployer of one or two hands ean do just
" as he likes; he is not subject to inspee-
tion, and can give what wages he likes,
and may earry on his business to the
detriment of the health of those working
for him. Consequently the committee
strongly recommended that the number
ghould he reduced from six to two. I
.wish to most emphatically protest against
one matter. Recently the Commissioner
for Railways acted in a manner at which
I was surprised. He departed from one
of the principles adopted by the present
and past Administrations for some years
past. I refer particularly to the clause
in all contracts whieh specifies that the
contractor shall give the standard rate
of wages. That clause has been omitted
in a recent coniract in connection with
tbe railways, I do not mind acknow-
ledging and even admiring the sentiment
which caused the Minister to take the
step he did in omifting this clause, but
I do not think senfiment should govern
matters of this sort. It is said that
good intenfions lead to a certain direc-
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tion; I hope the Mlinister will he able
to avoid that direction. It is acknow-
ledged that once a prineiple is departed
from it is very difficult to say where it
is going to lend. The eontract I refer
to was in reference te the tender for
laundry work for the railwavs, and the
ohject was to allow the charitable in-
stitutions of the State to tender for
that work. While one ecan admire the
object, one eannot agree with wrecking
a principle which has been carried out
for «o many years, I should like to re-
mind the Minjster and the House that
thee institutions are supporied by the
publie and by Government grants. It
is unfair to tax the pevple for the pur-
posc of granting money to these institu-
tions, and at the same time deprive poor
people of their work, because that will
be Lthe result. It is unfair to the em-
plovers of labowr who are under the
Factories and Health Acts and hkave to
pay decent wages, I hope the Minister
will reinstate this elause in the immedi-
ate future, I do not think he has
given the matter consideration as he
should; otherwise I feel certain he
would not have done this. At the ex-
pense of Dheing thought wuncharitable,
I say that in my opinion these chavit-
able institutions are wrongly nameg.
In my opinion they are not chari-
tahle institutions but  exist only
for  chureh  profils ;  consequently
they arve church enterprises and not
charitable institutions. T do not mind
admitting that the inmates get some
benefits from them, but fhat i1s not the
object; the object is to get profits for
the different ehurehes. There arve
several denominations earvyving on this
work now. If these institutions were of
a charitable nature only, I fail to see
why thousauds of pounds should be spent
in machinery and plant in eonnection
with them and why the authorities
should solicit for farther trade; bhe-
cause in doing so they solicit for work
more than the women can do and con-
sequently they seek work for the ma-
chinery; so that they are deing the
work by machinery instead of by women,
and therefore to my mind this is not
the proper work of a charitable insti-
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tation. If the chavitable institutions
are allowed to tender and succeed in
obtaining the contracts, as they must
e having no wages to pay, a number
of poor women will be put out of em-
ploymient, and I am afraid in some eases
will be forced, owing to lack of work,
to go into those very institutions. I
hope the Minister eontrolling the de-
partment will take steps immediately to
rey and tremedy the existing state of
affaivs. These institutions are not

under supervision suel as tliose that

come under the Tactories and the
Health Aets. The authorities who man-
age the institutions pay no wages, and
there is ne knowing what might happen
to the health of the inmates, consider-
ing that no offieial visits are paid to
them by representatives of the Govern-
ment. I am not pointing to any par-
tieular church in veferring to this mat-
ter, for there are several denominations
carrying on the work; but the publie
would, T am sure, he move satisfied when
they make contributions to these institu-
tions te lknow they were fully justified
in granting aid to properly managed in-
stitutions. The Imperial Parliament has
just passed legislation dealing with such
institutions, also several Australian
Sfates have acted similarly. I think I
am correet in saying that in this State
they were governed by Acts until eom-
navatively recently. While I filled the
position of mayoy of Teederville, I had
an epportuniiy of visiting the Home of
the Good Shepherd. The mother-
superior showed me all over the pre-
mizes, and it was a revelation to me to
~ee the manner in whieh the establish-
ment was condueted. JEvervihing was
srranged as nicelv as it ecould be, and
the inmales seemed to le quite satis-
Redd with  their . position, while the
mother-superior was proud of the insti-
tution, and had reason to be. By the
mauner in wlich I was shown round
the establishment by that lady, T feel
sure this institution ut least would wel-
ecome any supervision on the part of
Geveenment officials. ANl the chari-
table institntions wonld benelit Jargely
iiv being brought uader those two Aets,
and I think therefore the Minister econ-
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trolling the depavtment, when amend-

mng the Factories and Health Aets,
should hring forward an amendment

dealing with them.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): I
must admit that I rise with a consider-
able sense of depression, having listened
to the debate that has preceded. While
I am compelled to admive the excellent
matter bhrought forward by some speakers
I must admit I have felt that there has
been very little, if any, real earnestness
in the eourse of this debate. The speech
delivered by the mewmher for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish) seemed to me, apart from
its excellence in construction and in the
arrangement of the figures, to be more
or less a patting of the Government on
the back, and a going, so to speak, one
farther. It was a policy speeeh which
seemed to me to carry out that speech
outlined at Subiaco, which appeared to
suy, though wnot in the exaet language,
that, after all, the Government have no-
thing partienlarly wrong with them;
that they are doing everything that is
right, that they only want one or bwo
cthers to help them, and that if we cauld
only get that speeies of government—
the Govermment as it is with its imper-
fections, improved by the perfections of
one or fwo chosen leaders from this side
of the House—then the eountry would
be a “Alother Goose-land” in perfection.
Then, if that were so, all that was re-
quired in a Government would be ob-
tained. I camnot take that stand. Be-
tween this side of the Houze and that
there is a great line of demaveation. And
first of all wherein that line of demarea-
tion lies is in the point of earnestness.
This Government, by the acts it has eom-
mitted, by the course it has taken, has
shown itself to he one of the most in-
sincere of Governments that ever held
the reins of office. It has not the skill
even to disgnise its failures property. In
order to provide a cloak for its conduct
it has even placed falsehoods in the mouth
of His Exeellency the Governor in the
Speech which he delivered at the open-
ing of Parliament. “It had been my in-

tention,” he said, “to call you together
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earlier in the wear, but owing to the ab-
sence of many members of P’arliament
from the State, and the neecessity for
Western Australia being represented at
the recent Conference of Premiers, I
deemed such a course impracticable.”
That is clearly a false statement put in-
to the mouth of His Excellency, and it
makes the Governor look especially ridi-
cuilons in view of the Speech which he
delivered ab the close of last session. In
those words T thought I read the state-
ment of the Attorney General in that of
His Excellency the Governor when he

said, addressing the President and hon:

members of the Legistative Council, “My
advisers -regret exceedingly that your
honourable House did not see fit to pass
the Land Tax Assessment Bill, as they
are convineed that it is absolutely neces-
sary that additional revenue should be
obfained through this medinm of taxa-
tion.” And then, addressing also Mr.
Speaker and the Legislative Assembly,
the Speech goes on, “Mr. Speaker and
Gentlemen of the Legisiative Assembly—
As my advisers are of opinion that far-
ther eonsideration should be given to the
question of taxation at as early a date
as possible, it has been deemed advisable
to hold another session in the early part
of next year, and I therefore now pro-
rogue this Parliament io Friday, the first
day of February, 19077 Thus, hy
making His Excellency say these words,
the Government eanse him to look ridi-
culous. Instead of opening in Febmary
the session has opened in July; and what
a paltry excuse it is. Is it a just ex-
cnse, a truthful execuse? Whai members
of Parliament were away? Who were
they that were away in February last?
[Mr. Taylor: The Treasurer was in
Japan.] Did be wait till February be-
fore he went away? No; norsooner had
this Honse elosed than the Ingpage of the
Treasurer was being carried to the
wharf to be placed on  the
steamer for the North-West. Did the
Treasurer go to Japan in spite of the
faet that taxation was urgently neces-
sary 9 Did he go in spite of the fact
that he was the Minister who had charge
of that measure ¥ DHa he go in spite of
the fact that it was really he who had
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put in the mouth of His Excelleney rhe
Governor the words to which I have re-
ferred ¥ Surely they were the Trea-
surer’s own words, more so than the words
of any other Minister, because it was he
who was responsible for the new taxation
that bad to be introduced so that the
revenue might meet the expenditure. He
had charge of that measure, and therefore
they were his words put into the
mouth of the Governor. Yet, no sconer
di¢ the House close than he was off.
Either he defied Cabinet and this House,
or he told a falsehood to the House and
the public. I caunot say which, Did the
Treasurer know when he left that there
would be no session in February ; and
did the rest of the Cabinet kmow it at
that time ? What kind of a faree is it
that they have been acting 7 Just before
the time for the meeting of the February
session, Government supporters were
brought together in order to diseuss the
question. Are the Government playing
with this Parliament ; are they playing
with this eountry ¢ Are they playing with
their duties and their responsibilities 2
{Mr. Joknson: Why should they net (o
so; they have a big enocugh majority?]
Are they fit to hold office for ome
moment 2 Arve they fit to rule
this land 72 I say no. No Govern-
ment are fit to rule the land whoe
will not take responsibilities. The
Government are put in office to take those
responsibilities, and they should be ready
to bear them. The Treasurer, who was
in charge of these land tax proposals,
goes away on the stormy deep or to
flowery Japan, haviag left the country
the momeni the House rose. Was that
a proper way to deal with the affairs of
the country ¥ He knew, and all kuew,
that there would be no February session ;
and they arranged, in order to hoodwink
the people and blind the electors, to sum-
mon a meeting of their supporters to
decide whether or not there should be a
February session after all. I am not quite
sure that they did sumumon them ; but in
a sort of round-about way, by conduct
whiech I was going to deseribe in words
which would be unparliamentary, bui
which I will call a sneaking and cowardiy
method, the Whips went round suggesting



382 Addyress-in-Reply :
that members should approach the Gov-
ernment and tell them not to meet in
Fehrnary. That is the conduet of sneaks
and cowards.

AMyr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member must withdraw the word
“coward.”

Mr. WALKER : I withdraw the word
“coward,” Anyhow, I submit it was not
the course of a dignified Government, an
honest Government. The charge I make
against the Government is that they arve
not sincere, and that they ave governing
the eountry by means that are despicable
considering the high position and the high
duties which they have te undertake.
The farce was played, eanecus met in due
course and told the Government that they
had Letter not go on with that session
beeause the Treasurer was away in Japaa,
Di. Hackett vas away in Paris or some-
wheve else, and therefore it would not be
wige to go on. It makes one’s blood boil
with indignation when one reflects that
all this great farce was played by the
Government. Arve they fit to canry on 4
Is there not a day in your memory, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, when a Ministry would
have seorned to permit itself to bhe die-
tated to in that manner as to the policy
it should pursue? Do you not know
of Mimsters who would rather resigm
immediately than have to suffer the
indignity and the dishonour of being
told exaetly when they should hold a
session of Parliament, what measures they
should bring forward or refuse to intro-
duce? What is the whole spirit of gov-
ernment? What is its whole purpose 2
Why have there been attached to it in
the course of history so many wmen with
the highest sense of honour? Certain
persons are entrusted with the duties of
responsible Government because of their
knowledge, their experiance, their ecour-
age, their high sense of honmour. For
these reasons they hold responsible posi-
tions under the Crown, as administra-
tors. But where now are any of these
quglities? "Where fs lthe knowledge,
the courage, the sense of honour? What
goverming are Ministers doing? Yhat
administration are they carrying out in
this country? Every Tom, Dick, and
Harry ean get his railway, his freezing
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works, bis hutter faetory, or his milking
cow from the Governwent. That is
government ! Ministers told by every-
body and from every side just what they
are lo do, and earning the honour and
renown of doing what they are told!
Is not that degeneracy? No wonder
people outside are sick of government,
sick of Parliament, sick of everything
connected with this institution, which
stinks in the nostrils of the people—
why? Because those on the Govern-
ment bench, I besitate not to say it, are
absolutely degrading it in every respect,
with all this breach of promise, this ab-
solue falsehood, this deception of the
people. I do not objert at all te the
statement that it was wise and neees-
sury for the Premier to wo to the East
—T admit it way have been: hut there
lave Leen oeeasions when we could mceet
in accordance with the solemn pledge to
the public, when we could meet without
the Premier. We could have an Acting
Premier, as we bhave had again and
again before, in cases of emegency and
of necessity. [Mr. Scaddan. We could
not have done without the Attorney
General.] Of course not. Bul again,
if that reason wsere valid, if the House
could not meet and all hnsiness must he
prostrated because the Attorney General

was in  Brisbane, and the Premier
keeping him ecompany, 1if that were
really the reason, why did not the

Grovernment have the courage to say
so, and stand by and take the re-
sponsibility? Why had they again to
arrange another meeting of the caueus,
a little crew of people who said, “ Now
vou are all right. We will see that you
do not get any hlame; we will take it
all for you; we will let you off, and
you need net have that meeting. Go
on with vour pienies.” That is how
government is conducted in this coun-
try. [Mr. Stone interjected.] The
hon. member interjecting was one of
those who gave the Government carte
blanche to go over the conntry anywhere
and everywhere. He said in effeet,
“You need not hold a meeting of Par-
liament; T can stay at home in Gerald-
ton till you come back, and then we
ghall start.” That is government—that
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is how the country is managed! Min-
isters have no sense of ibeir responsi-
bilities. They take neither blame nor
praise, but just call their friends to-
gether and say, “What do yon want,
boys? You shall have it.” That is all
the government there is. [Mr. Stone:
Come across and stand in.} I hope I
have not yet sufficiently sacrificed my
maohood to be among sueh erawlers as
those who would support Ministers whe
do dishonest acts every day of their ex-
istence. The Government say in His
Excellency’s Speech that the country was
searcely ever so prosperous. That is
ancther deception. I fully agree with
the memher for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish}
that mueh. of the deficiency, and of the
depression hoth amongst the general
public and in our Treasury, is due to
circumstances over which ihe Govern-
ment have no control. T will admit
they are harvassed by the fact that our
inter-State duties have been taken from
us; and here I mnst altogether join
issue with some members whe have
said that the loss of these inter-
State duties has made no difference
to this State. It bas made a vast
difference. The  money  collected
through that channel was cirenlated
amongst the publie, paid mostly in
wages, utilised in the construction of
publie works. OQur workmen were bene-
fited hy the receipt of these duties,
and the country itself was thereby
helped along. But now the money is
not eireulated in the employment of
labour, or through any other channel, for
the advaneement of this country. It is
not in the pockets of the workers, in the
sense intended by some speakers; it is
simply pocketed by Eastern merchants
or by middlemen. We get nothing
cheaper in congequence. The money is
taken out of cireulation, and that is the
peint. A eountry is made prosperous
hy the money in circulation; money paid
week by week to the workers, passed on
continually.  This makes a country
prosperous, that is contented and happy.
The mare work there is and the more
wazes circulated amongst the populace,

the more generally contented and pro-
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sperous is the country; and whatever
adds te the eireulation of wages adds
in that degree to ‘the ecountry’s pro-
sperity. True in one sense we are not
a whit worse off than we were; but we
have been deprived of the circulation of
that money, and thus the people are suf-
fering and depressed. But I want to
know what the Government have done,
and what they propose to do, to coun-
teract that. As more than one speaker
has shown, we have not only lost our
inter-State duties, not ‘only lost ourd
tariff from the port, which was a neans
of raising revenue, but we are increasing
our indebtedness by farther horrowing;
our interest owr lpan vear by vear is in-
creared, and os was shown the other
night, our sinking Fund mnst as time
zoes on absorb muore and more of our
revenue; and what de the Government
propose to counteraet all this? I am
now speaking of direet Government pro-

posals. What is there besides the land
tax? [Mr. Gordon: Tommy WWalker.]
There 15, thank goodness. There is

somebody to tell the Government what
they are, and what their Whip s too.
What do they propose? Ahsolutely
nothing. They know from their Esti-
mates prepared last vear and delivered
to the House, that the land tax will by
no means meet the deficiency. by no
means equalise revenne and expenditure.
They know that the country is going to
the bad. T do not say that the country
will sink in consequence; beecause, for-
tunately, Western Australia has such re-
sonrces that in spite of bad government
and niismanagement and foreign aggres-
fion it can still hold iis head up; there i
vet a posshility of greatness hefore this
eoiintry.  But the Governmnent are doing
nothing to give the country a start, an
opportunity.  Forsooth we are told
there have bheen certain economies in
the Lands, the Works, and other de-
pariments. True, there have ; but what
sort of economies ? Economies that
ought to be a disgrace to any Govern-
ment. I wish to draw the attention of
members to one of the economies that
affects more than one hospital in my

constitueney. Here is a letter addressed
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to me from the White Feather hos-
pital :—

“It is not very often I write to you,
beeause 1 recognise that you have very
litile time to spare, and so trouble you
ag litile as T ean. Now I have some-
thing to lay before you that greatly
affects the institution which I repre-
sent, so will get in early. The Prin-
cipal Medical Officer notified me that
on and after the 1st July, 1907, 15s.
in the pound would only be paid in
future on moneys locally collected for
the hospital, and that we should have
to reduce salaries of staff to the Gov-
ernment standard, and that it would
be advisable to take qnly subscribers
who were not earning more than £4
per week. Now it means that by eut-
ting our subsidy by 25 per cent. it
will cripple all subsidised hospitals.
Councils and roads hoards have been
reduced but not to the extent that
we have, while they still give the
pounnd for pound in the mining indus-
try. Hospitals should be the last
institutions to suffer from the pruning-
knife. As regards cutting nurses’
galaries, we have to pay higher than
the Government for the services of
probationers, bhecause we are not at
liberty to grant them a nurse’s eertifi-

- eate. If a subsidised hospital eertifi-
eate was recognised, then we would be
able to obtain probationers at Gov-
ernment salaries. 1 hope you will
state these facts to the Government.”

The Broad Arrow hospital has something

very similar to say; and that reduection
affects every outlying hospital in the
country. [Mr. Hudson: No matter how
far back.] No matter how far back
The Broad Arrow hospital serves an im-
mense distriet over thirty miles in length,
extending from Orabanda in one direc-
tion to Bardoc in the otber; and it can-
not keep open with a smaller subsidy
than it has been receiving. Such dis-
tricts are now doing their utmost in
order to maintain their hospitals. They
are compelled to resort to entertainments,
to paid eanvassers, to all kinds of hon-
ourable methods to get the necessary
funds from the people. And how neces-
sary are the hospitals no one knows who
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has not visited the mining distriets,
where as we have heard from the re-
ports from time to time read in this
House, the number of accidents, even of
fatal aceidents, is yearly increasing. And
vet, at a time when thns fact is made evi-
dent, the Government are taking credit
for economy; and this is how they are
economising, hy cutting down hospitals,
shutting up places where the sick and
the lame ave admitted for treafment.
Sueh are our administrators and fheir
administration. What sort of adminis-
tration is that which says, “*Now we ecan-
not save money on freezing-works, but
we can on the hospitals. We will ent
down every hospital by 5s. in the pound;
we will thns save £35,000, and will make
a present of it to the meat ving in the
North-West.” That iz the kind of
economy the present Governmuent are
effecting. They cannot look after their
sick and lame, but ean buy cast-off cattle
and send an hon. member of this House
and his brother away to the East to buy
sueh ecattle in Vietoria, presumably to
start the dairying industry. No money
for the sick, no money for roads—indis-
pensable necessities under any good form
of Government; but for the rieh ecattle
kings, £35,000 at a dose; for the faymers,
the special friends of the Government,
acquainted with the Minister for Agri-
culture, all sorts of luxuries in the shape
of cast-off cows from Vietoria. I can-
not understand this speeies of economy
on the one hand and the utmost extrava-
gance on the other. The Minister for
Works (Hon. J. Price) is smiling. He
has taken an enormous amount of credit
to himself in a self-laudatory speech he
delivered the other night, in which one
would imagine he came right down from
Apolle, perfect in wisdom, undersiand-
ing, and ecapacity. No Minister was
egual to him. Let ws have a specimen
of the way he administers the affairs of
the country. About 12 months age I
asked the Minister to survey a road from
Broad Arrow te Orabanda, a rising town-
ship some 30 miles away from Broad
Arrow, The character of the field there
may be judged by a long report on the
mines appearing in the Kalgoorlie Miner
of the 12th July; two columns of a splen-
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did report on the mines in operation
there. The people required a2 road in
order to reaeh the main ruilway direet,
lo get their gold to sale. 1 asked the
Minister 1o survey the road; he did sur-
vey it and left it there for 12 months,
and nothing was done. I reminded him
that the road was no good merely sur-
veyed: it required to he made; and he
promised to send an officer to the dis-
trtet. This is the report of the officer:—

“In veply to your memo. of the 21st
ulte. T beg to state that on my last
visit fto Broad Arrow, I interviewed
the officer in charge of the police
station, alse the constable stationed
at Broad Arrow, from whom I ob-
tained the following information. The
road is surveyed and under the con-
trol of the board. The length of the
road 15 23 miles; and with the excep-
tion of two small mines about seven
miles out of Orabanda, Orabanda is
the only place served by this road.”

The Minister for Works : Don’t
hurry over it ; read it slowly.

Mr. WALKER Does the hon. mem-
want me to take time over it ? Does
not the hon. member see that the grava-
men of my charge is that he sends an
officer to survey a road, and the officer
asked a policeman ? That is the posi-
tion, and he wants to cut down the ex-
penses.

The Minister for Works: Do you
dispute the statements there—the facts
in connection with the population and
the traffic over the road %

Mr. WALKER : The Minister makes
a glorious sermon over it. I will
read him another sermon in reply,
and I will read to hiin as slowly as he

likes, The report goes on to say :—

“The number of residents in the
distriet is fifty, and the traflic on the
road does not exceed two or three
vehicles per week.”

The Minister for Works: Is tbat
correet ?

Mr. WALKER: I will tell you
whether it is. I am reading this in
which we are told that he robs the poor

litile soul we have there. The report
£0BS On —

“The road right through is in good
order. The constable states that he
does the jowrney on a Dbieyele easily
in two hours, and that one of the
owners of the local battery does the
same journey on a motor bicvele
uvnder the hour. There is unot one
portion of the road that cannot be
ridden over by bicyele, therefore there
cannot be any urgent necessity for
expending  woney  for sueh small
tratfic—¥. Palmer, District Super-
visor, P.W., A.D.,, Kalgooriie”

{ bave carefully read every word to the
delight of wy friend. This letter is
written also from Broad Arrow, but it
is written by the mayor who lives in the
place and does not need to ask a “hobby.”
I wrote to the wmayor, for I wanted to
know if the ‘‘bobbies” were trustworthy,
and he wrote to me as foliows :—

“Yours to hand, together with Alr.
Palmer’s report. Mr. Palmer’s in-
formation is not correet and the police
constable whom he obtained the in-
forwation from is a new man in the
distriet, and knows but little abont
the district. In any case I have
doubts if all the information was ob-
tained from the said officer, hecause
at  the last licensing ecourt it was
sworn by not one but several Ora-
banda people that the population was
between 80 and 100 people. Since
then it has at least inereased 20 per
cent. The report states farther that
the road is a surveyed one, and that
the said constable can ride over it to
Orabanda in two hours, and that the
road is under the conirol of the
board. Now all the above statements
are false and absurd. First, the pre-
sent road is not a surveyed one;
farther, it is but a bush track with
three miles of heavy sand.”

The Minister for Works : You said
it was surveyed, yourself,

Mr. WALKER : I said a road was
surveyed. The present road is not a
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surveyed one. The letter goes on to
state 1 —

“ Becond, the constable never rode
over it, but over a bicycle pad cleared
by the owners of the small shows
mentioned in the report, and does not
«o within miles of the track until it
reaches the said small shows, Far-
ther, the entire track is not undet the
control of the local board, The por-
tion on which Orabanda stands is
i the Coolgardie board distriet, and
that board has decided to eclear
their  portion half-chain  wide to
the board boundary. The facts
of the ecase are as follows :—
Eighteen months ago the couneil asked
the Government to survey a straight
road to Orabanda. This was done;
but the local roads hoard objected to
the rounte, so the matter rested until
now., The road surveved is 22 miles,
and all we require is a grant to cleav
our end half-chain wide, not to make
it.  All the rates there are to he got
ave in the Coolgardie end. So you see
our request is a reasonable one.”

The point in reading the letter 15 to
show that this officer and the Govern-
ment never made the slightest investi-
zation heyond going to the constable
who knew nothing about it, and who
ahsolutely misrepresented the matier to
the departmeni—not wilfuliy, T admit,
but hecause of his ignorance. He went
to the wrong man to seek the mforma-
tion. Why not go to some other person
having more responsibility than to a
constable? That thisisnoetan unimport-
ant district as represented by the police-
man to the surveyor is proven by the
long list of the number of mines that
are served by this partienlar vroad. I
do 1ot want to weary the House to-
night by reading all to them, but there
is this testimony in one day’s issue of
the Kalgoorlic Miner.

The Minister for Warks : Your infor-
mation does not square with that of the
Mines Department.

Mr. WALKER : YWhy ? Beeanse I
wet mine from those who have some
knowledge and are responsible people in
the district. You get yours from the
poiteeman. Whoever heard of this

[ASSEMBLY.]

Eighth day.

conntry being run by the “hobbies”?
But that is what the Government do.
It only shows us that the Minister has
no sense of what is expected of him and
what his duties are.

The Minister for TWorks:
give the names of the mines ?

Mr. WALKER : Why did not the
Minister say to this man, ¥ You have not
done your work properly ; that is not
low to guide me or protect me in saving
the money of the eountry. I want hetter
officers than that.” That was the action
the hon. member should have taken, hut
I enly use this as a specimen why this
preat eountry is not looked at. It js toe
far from Perth; too far from the Min-
ister’s little office; too far away from
the dock at Fremantle.

Mr, Garden : Ob, yes; he ought to
have gone up there himself.

Mr. WALKER : What does the hon.
member want me to do ?

The Minister for Forks:
names of the mines served.

Mr. WALKER : I dv not know why
the bhon. member should ask for that.
But T will give lim the particulars.
Here they are :—

“The Qrabanda mill only crushed
half time during the month of June,
owing fo repairs necessitated by the
breaking of the cam shaft. The fol-
lowing crushings were put through :—
H. Ramont, 28 tons for Soz. 12dwt.;
Reay and party, 26 tons for 560z 17
dwt.; Abbott and party, 50 tons for
290z. Tdwt.; Cross and Hamilton, 17
tons for 7oz 15dwt.; Hilder and party,
17 tons for T7oz. 3dwt.; O'Neil and
party, 25 tons for 200z. 19dwt.; Cassin
Bros., 43 tons for 33oz.; Tierney and
party, 51 tons for 33o0z. 10dwt.; Ouva-
handa LM, 532 tons for 20Soxz. Sdwt.
The Orabanda, the prineipal wmine in
the distriet, is making a start with the
erection of a winding engine, poppet
leygs, ete.,, and intend hauling from their
main shaft on the self-tipping skip
system 30 successfully adopted on the
Golden Mile and elsewhere. The Lady
Evelyn is looking particularly well.
The Never-Can-Tell”

Need T o on 7 The hon. member wants
to know what mines are in the district.

Why not

Give the
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The Minister for Mines : There are
four leases there.

Mr, WALKER : T do not want to
weary the Houge with these defails. I
give this only as an instance. The Min-
ister carries out his little pettinesses, his
little ways, without any comparison what-
ever. It is boys’ play, boys and police-
men managing the whole of affairs. That
is why I say there is no sincerity, no
carnestness, no eapacity. The Govern-
ment are without the sense of honowr
that ought to guide them, and without the
capacity that ought to rule the country
and its mines. 1 say the Government are
foolishly extravagant on the one hLand,
extravagant in their manipulation of the
Agricultural Department, in their assist-
ance to, or rather their premise of assist-
anee to the rieh in the North-West; and
thexy are absolutely neglizent to those who

are the pioneers, who are working
for this country and making the
country, openinz out new country,
making it possible for this country
to he great in the future. hring-

g forth its  possibilities—to  those
the Government are abszolutely negligent.
I sax farther. the Government are making
no provision whatever to stem the tide
of adversity that is proceeding, to stop
the inraads of frouble that are upon
those who are here. T say more in eon-
nection especially  with the freezing
works. There is a swack to me about
it whiek I e¢an hardly characterise as
being in the interests of the country ii-
self. This specious speech of the Minis-
ter in charge of the Agricnltural Depart-
ment would have us helieve this money
is simply a loan, safeguarded, protected,
interest to he returned, condifions at-
tached to it, therefore there can be no
harm, and it is oniy for the purpose of
establishing an institution, a freezing
works, an industry in the North-West,
purely for the benefit of the meat-eaters
in Perth and, if we are to take the mem-
ber for Canning, the prospectors upon the
fields. I want to point out that we have
had too much of this “helping people
for the gond of the people,” apparently
under terms ; too mwuch of giving all
kinds of gifts of the best inheritance of
this land to the favoured few, guarding
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them apparently with all kinds of pro-
tection, but piving to these few the
absolute mastery in the long run. I sub-
mit that this is nothing else but helping
monopolists te hecome stronger in their
monopoly ; that if this money be lent
to the rich people who do not need it to
help them to get these Government, or

these gquasi Government, or, strictly
speaking, these monopolistic freezing

works in the North-\Vest, then good-hy
to every small settler all throngh the
North-Wesi.  To an lon. member of
this House, not to myself, a letter was
written not very leng ago, frow the
North-West, dealing with the powers of
certain  parties in that district. The
writer speaks particularly of the smalil
seftler. After dealing with the number
of Asiaties allowed now over these ports
wholesale and with the fact that it is no
lenzer a  white eountry—Broome and
elsewhere—he says :—

“ There is another matter which is
assuming large proportions in  this
district, and that is the land question.
Three people. Game, Davies, and
Emanuel, own by lease or are inte-
rested in four-fifths of the wilole of
the leases in (his distriet. The small
lolder is beiny gradually  squeezed
out. This year not uvne single head of
cattle has gone south From any of
the small settlers, The lrade is en-
tirely in the hands of Forrest and
Emanuel, and so long as they ecan
avoid it they will not purchase from
the small man. It is no unse anyone
or combinafion of small men en-
deavonring to send a shipment down
south, as they could not sell them.
Their only course will be to send
them overland and sell them on the
road, which means a big expense and
risk. Before long, unless some other
means of disposal of stoeck is found,
the small squatter will be wiped out.
Then wages will be cut down, and the
condition of the working man here will
be about that of the Chinaman.”

He goes on to the effect that the small
men have io colleet their small herds
together and send them to Queensiand;
and these ave the herds that are going
to Queensland that necessitate these
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freezing works, hecaunse the small man
with s small herds cannot send down
his stock by the steamers that are al-
ready owned by the eapitalists or the
monopolists. The small men ave abso-
lutely freezed out. If they want to get
rid of cattle at all they must send them
overland ; and now, in addition to the
shipping monopoly, in addition to the
monopoly of the lands they own there,
the Government propose, in the name of
the workers of this country, to give
ithem £35,000—that is what it means—
to help these men, already enormously
wealthy, We cannot have eclosed our
eves to these enormous bunildings going
up to the decoration of the ferrace of
the eity, the finest sireet and thorough-
fare we have ; sky-reachers, enorious
buildingz, built from what 2 From the
profits of the eattle trade of the North-
West. They could buy whole suburbs
with the profits of the cattle trade of
the North-West, but while they ecan
spend their hundreds of thousands in
the eity of Perth we are told that they
are so poor they eammot elub to-
zether and furoish £70,000 te start a
work for their own profit, for the in-
erease of their own riches in the North.
1t is absurd; it is ridiculous. Is Lhat
the kind of Government we have, that
cannot distinguish between what is ne-
cessary, and what is merely “greasing
the fatted sow ?' That is the position
we have come to ; there is no discretion,
no discernment, no judgment, no respon-
sibility ; and what astonishes me is that
there are so many who sit idly by, dumb,
and allow it to go on without saying one
word in murmwr or complaint, as if it
was a course that should be taken in this
country. It emphasises the faet that
this eountry is rich, and is growing in
spite of what the Government have tried
to do to strangle it in every step taken.
And in like manner there have been
similar acis of lack of judgment, or of
what may be termed dishonesty or scme-
thing else in every department, and every
time in the protection of the rich man.
That it is which makes the distinetion be-
tween the Opposition side and the Gov-
ernment side. Join together, with the
Government side always standing up for
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and helping the monopoly every time as
against the poor ! I have no ohjection
to seeing a man grow viech ¢r earning
enough for his old age and family by
honest indnstry, by developing the re-
sourees of this great eountry, but I do
objeet to the whole powers of the State
being turned to the assistance of the
man already rich to the down-crushing
and oppression of those who are strug-
gling merely to live, who can have no
clain to attaining wealth, or even that
prosperity that gives comfort to old age
and to the declining years of life. There
is a distinction. Join with those who
helped the Combine in the last greaf

struggle of wealth against the wage-
earner ! Unite with them in happy
peace, soft soap and butter them in

every speech that is made when the
facts are so transparent! Y aequit the
Premier altogether of any complicity in
the course of conduet adopted by the
Combine to obtain, by the assistanee of
this Government, employees for the tim-
ber mills in order that the workers
there, Wesfern Australians, might he
crippled in their struggle for a living
wage. What evidently was the object
of the Comhine to bring from that part
of Europe that speaks another language
not the English, men who were willing
to work for a low wage, thinking, in
contrast with the wages the workers ve-
ceive in their own country, that they
were [o recelve the wage of the rich in
this, as was put forward by what I can-
not otherwise describe than as a Govern-
ment agent, an employee, either by con-
traect or on time work, or by results,
as you like, of the- Agent General’s of-
fice in England? We ecannof dissoci-
ate the Government from these con-
tracts. In one way they work out, and
let me clearly trace it over. There was
a contraet to bring out assisted farm
labourers. For whom ¢ No disgunise at
the other end—for Millar Bros., for the
timber mills, for the Combhine. The
agency of the Government—of course,
in their ignorance ; the Premier tells
us he knew nothing abont it. But what
are they doing on those benches, know-
ing nothing of what iz going ou, of
what s transpiring in their own Gov-
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eriment, uuder the aegis of their au-
thority 7 What are they doing to allow
this to transpire ? This agent, employed
by some means or other, went to Nor-
way and Seandinavia, and these econ-
tracts were made, duly drawn up and
sizned ; and wbat are they for 7 For
passages to Western Australia with the
promise of immediate employment. Em-
ployment where ? On the saw mills, ¢ne
or other of the saw mills. That is the
conirnct. and all these saw mills are
owned by the Combine. Iu order that
these may be more effective upon the
imagination of the Scandinavians and
Norwegians, here are pictures sent with
the soliciting ecircular, every picture a
part of a saw mill, the jarrah timber,
. purtions of railway lines, a great log
being dragged on one of the trueks. I
do not know whether there is a picture
of Teesdale Smith, but these are all
taken from the Combine’s mills, and
senf over to Europe, distributed in
Norway and distributed in Scandinavia.
Correspondence took place between in-
tending immigrants in  Norway and
Seandinavia and elsewhere, and this
agent of the Agent General in London
contracted to get tl.em a passage to this
eouniry. At whose expense 7 At the ex-
pense of the Gevernment. [Mr. Under-
wood : Of the people] True, at the
people’s expense ; but the Government,
acting  for the people, pledged the
people under these false pretences to
bring these men out to the country. The
money has fo be paid back. Who are
the collectors 2 Here, on these papers,
we have one Govermment agent in Lon-
don—the agent of the Government, how-
ever they may disguise it ; and who
colleets the money ¢ Here on the papers
is the signature, “‘From Millars’ Jarrah
Company on aecount of money for the
passage.”’  How do they know to whieh
mill to go 7 Here the Government step
in with our Government bureau, that
grand institution to help the working
man t6 find a billet. These men get
there straight away. They know where
to wo. The Government are ulilised at
every step. They go to our Govern-
ment bhureau. and ave granted a free
passaze, and their destination is named
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up to the mills. to the Comubine—passing
through Gwvernment hands all the way ;
the Government agent in London, a
Government passage on the ships, the
Government Labour Bureau, and Gov-
ernment railage to their destination ;.
but all in the name. of the Combine.
Now, I do not care how the Government
may explain this. Here is a faet that
this is going on, has been. It is oot an
old thing ; we cannot take it back to two-
or three vears ago and say it belongs
to the Labour Goverument, as they are-
so fond of doing, As a matter of fact,
this occurred in 190G, last year, jJust
over six mouths ago. 1 believe the-
member for Murchison has promised
the Premier shall have charge of the
papers dealing with the matter, so that
he shall be able lo leok them up ; but
there are dJozens more, and these men
are willing to testify on oath that they
were misled, miszuided, wronved, and
badly treated, and rolbed by the Com-
bine, plus the Government. I do not
wish to re-vead the letters read hy the
member for Murchison, but does anyone-
tell us that this kind of thing ecould
obtain without the Government’s sanc--
tion or knowledge in any way or form?
It was their own agent in Loundon, but
the Government made no inquivies as to-
the tickeix they had to pay for on the
ships that the immigrants came in, no in--
quiries into that, no inquiries info
what became of these men when they
arrived lere, no inquiries as to what
they were doing, no inquiries. Is this
a farce; is this another pretence of
wovernment, or ig it that dead kind of
government that keeps a fair face to
the public and allows all kinds of cor--
ruption and wrongdoing to exist behind
its back and takes no notice of it? Is.
that the state of government we bave
nogw? | will not to-night review at this
late hour the course taken in the recent
prosecution where apparently, at all
events, the Government staod side by
side with the Combine in trying to pre-
vent women and children reeeiving sus-
tenanee that out of generosity of their
comrades had been subseribed for them.
I will not go over all that ground now,
but will say that if there were that pre-
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tence of settlemient, how was it that we
know that only a few months ago, in last
Octoher, at the time these assisted imnmi-
grants were coming out, when the Gow-
ernment were bringing in men to make
them blacklegs in order to try and defeaf
the honest Iabowrer at the ngills, the
Government wade practically a grant
of something like £16,000 by the redue-
tion of their sources of revenue to this
company, so that wages might not be
touched. No soomer did the company
become possessed of this money than they
came down with very striking reductions
in wages. Then we have the Treasurer
going to Busselton, and telling the people
there, in his magnanimous style, that the
Premier had settled the strike. How was
it done ? It was done hy once more
allowing the Combine to couquer, by
again bowing the knee to this institution
and saying, “We will give you another
£16,000; please aceept it  That
is how the Government settled the strike.
They had to pay this octopus so that the
people might he allowed to live and have
food to eat. The Government are proud
of it. It is in points like tlhis that this
side of the House opposes the other side
of the House. The Government stand by
the rich, lend or give them thousands of
pounds, make railwavs ran for them, use
the lines for their henefit and give them
the whole of the eonntry, so that they ean
crush down humanity. T feel keenly on
this, for I caunot blind my eyes to the
fact that the last great struggle made by
the Combine was one to reduece wages
generally throughout the country. If it
had heen possihle to compel men to work
and live on 7s. 3d. a dav in those isolated
districts, so far from all the pleasures of
city life, what would become of the city
workers, of our miners, of ouwr workers
for wares throughout the country? It
would be one more step backward and,
Mr. Speaker, is it wrong to imagine that
the” humblest worker of this land is a
mortal, possessed of all the divine attri-
butes of the noblest mortal,-that he has
the desire to improve, that he has the
ambitions and ideals to improve himself
and to enjoy his life and. in short. to
have all that man needs 7 Is there any
law of nature, any divine law, condemn-
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ing a mortal fo be the slave of another
utterly 7 Must there be some who per-
petually toil from light to dark, who sleep
comtortless and foodless ; are there some
condenwned to that state of existence
while others are doomed to enjoy £3,000
r £4,000 or £5,000 a year, ns the case
may be 7 1s this natural equality, natural
justice 7 Is this nature in its proper
order 7 And are there to be men n this
comtmunity who shall use the laws and
the Government, place the wealth of the
country and every ageney of eivilisation
in the power of those who desire to ernsh
the man who works for morve than 7s. 3d.
per day 7 The men who were heing as-
sieted by the Government with all this
power were the men who were trying to
reditee wages, and who made no secret
of ihat fact. This is not the only thing
we have to fight against. There are
many other examples of a similar kind.
Monopolies are allowed by the Govern-
went to he ereated. There arve the cases
of the firewood companies on the fields,
ratlway lines and wood-cutting areas. We
hear perpetually of the hardships that
arve iuflicted upen the wood-cutters and the
workers in that industrv, of the ecruel
treatment they are receiving and the fact
that the owners are making it difficult
for the men to earn a deeent living.
Monopoly in the worst form exists ; and
the Government are taking no action to
pirevent it. All these people are heing
assisted by the Government ; hut it is
the other side whom we ave championing ;
it is the worker who, were it not for this
party and for this section of the House
and community, would be trampled upon
without anyone to defend him or to plead
his case. No difference between that side
of the House and this! The difference is
as wide as the world itself ; it is the
difference hetween the rich and the
poor. Let me now say that the
same tendency was exhibited in another
instance which I cannot help but say I
regret. This oceurred in a far off part
of this couniry when a certain man of
cand connections happened, I will admit
by accident, in the impetnosity of his
conduet, to kill another. He had to go
on trial; he was excused by the court
at Leonora, I think, and was let off.
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Another phase of the question developed
and the mman was then liable to be tried
for murder. The Aftorney General was
then in charge of the justice of this eoun-
try : but, instead of exercising his inde-
pendent opinion and doing what was
necessary, what was incumbent npon him,
he took the opinion of the magistrate,
and, in spite of certain people having
offered vecognisances for the accused to
appear at his trial. the result was that
this distingnished individual escaped, and
was allowed to eseape—there was no dis-
guising it—wheveas he should have been
prosecuted. 1 shall ever be on the side
of merev; I have no desire to pursue or
hound that man down ; but ihere is no
gainsaying the fact that he should have
heen proceeded against. that it does not
alter the duty of the Attorney General.
Let us look at the position of the Attor-
ney General in this matter. In addition
to holding that high office, he is a member
of the firm of Keenan and Randall. As
Attorney General of this State it was his
daty to prosecute, but the prisoner, ov the
accused, went to the firm of Keenan and
Randall and it was they who defended
him. The same man, Keenan, the Attor-
ney General of this State, prosecuted—
Keenan, through his partner and firm,
defended. I do not know how that posi-
tion ean be defended ; it seems to me
most ridiculous. Either the Attorney
General should have had the courage to
protect his friend by resigning from the
positton of Attorney General, or he should
have lacked that cupidity which influenced
the firm to defend the same man that the
Aftorney General was prosecuting. Can
there be honour in that sort of thing ¢
A sreat many things are excuged in law
and lawvers, and the hon. member need
not point at me, for there are lawyers and
lawyers. The position with regard to the
Attorney General In this matter is very
clear. Fither he should not have de-
fended the accused or he must not pro-
secute as Attorney General. He eould not
do hoth. Prohably the Atftorney General
will say (hat he did neither personally.
but that through his firm he did ene and
through his pesition of Attorney General
the ather. He cannot get free from his
position in ihat wav. We can have no
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faith or confidence in jnstice if these sori
ot things arve allowed to continue. If
the hon. member waats an example of
what others have done in almost similar
eircumstances, let him ecarry his mind
back to the history of New South Wales,
when a ceriain Minister of the Crown,
Mr. Wright, of the firm of Wright,
Heaten, & Co.. simply because there had
heen some slight misrepresentation of
freightage upon the railway lines over
whieh the Minister was earrying goods
for his firm, and he was accused of it
in the House. felt the sting so deeply
that he vesigned his position from the
Ministry. Perhaps Dbis servants were
alone responsible, but it affected his
honour, and he resigned from the Minis-
fryv at once. If the Attorney General
state~ that this cannot he taken as a
parallel, let him remember what took
place in 1893 on the Tth December, witen
the adjournment was moved in the New
Soutl: Wales Legislative Assembly for
the purpose of drawing attention to the
then Attorney General, My, Barton, now
one of the High Court Judges, and Mr.
O’Connor, also now a High Court Judge,
in having accepted briefs as counsel
against the Crown in the case of Proud-
foot v. the Railway Commissioners. On
that occasion somme of the noblest and
most eloquent remarks ever made by Sir
Henry Parkes were uttered by him in his
charge aginst the then Mr. Barton and
Mr. O’Connor, the latter of whom was a
member of the Upper House at the time.
What was the result of this dehate? Atten-
tion was drawn to this on the 7th Decem-
ber, 1893,and the next merning Mr. Barton
was no longer Attorney General, neither
was Mr. O’Connor Minister for Justice.
They resigned there and then. That
was done for aceepting a brief and was
a mere monetary matter. Here is a
case in which justice iz concerned, where
it is absolutely neeessary that the es-
cuteheon of justice should be kept eclean.
I would like to know to whom we are
to look for the protection of justice if
not to the Attorney General. In this
State we have no Minister for Justice.
We have no higher court. as it were. no
Chaneeilor to look down upon us and
take action in the event of failure or
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fault on the part of underlings in ad-
ministration. We have to depend solely
for the purity of justice on the Afttor-
ney (eneral, and can anyone in his
sober sense, in any fairness or justice,
say that the hon. member in the present
instance took steps for the protection of
justice? The course he took was in the
case of a distinguished citizen, who es-
caped; but would it have been the same
if it had been an ordinary mortal?
Would he then have taken notice of the
magistrate’s opinion and delegated his
duties to that gentleman? No, he would
not; in faet in other cases he has taken
the opposife course. Can we but sus-
pect that there was favouritism shown
towards that man? Could justice be
done when the one man was both prose-
cuting and defending? Is that an
example that we should expect to re-
ceive from a gentleman holding that
high position? 1t is that sort of thing
that we complain of. Whatever simi-
larity there may be and things in com-
mon between this side of the House and
the other, we do not believe in sereening
the riech and powerful and in hounding
the poor to death. That is the differ-
ence. We can never work with them so
long as they negleet their duties in that
manner. It is on these scores that I
am opposed to the Govermment. In
every department what do we see? I
ask members, how many of them have
sent letters eoncerning the wants of
theit eonstituencies to Winisterial de-
partments, and never heard anything of
those letters? I suppose there are on
both sides of the House members who
have had that experience. Could you
get your wants properly attended to?
You try to do business in the Lands De-
partment, where we hear muoeh of the
economy now being effected. Go there.
and see how you are attended to. It is
marvellous if wvon achieve your objeet,
which may involve ten minutes’ work,
in the eourse of ten months. That is
the position—indifference, negligence
slnthfulness, disregard of publie haste
and wrgency. Ministers are content to
float along, helpless individuals who have
never kinown the slightest taste of re-
sponsibility, elinging to the raft of Gov-
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ernment, sailing along as happy as
kings. “Do you want any informa-

tion?” ask a policeman. I belittle my-
self by these allusions to their littleness.
My desire is to see this eountry gef the
full benefit of the immense wealth i
possesses; but that benefit it can never
get whilst it has these “old. men of the
sea’” upon its shoulders; while it is har-
assed and strangled by those whe pro-
fane or misnse so-called justice, those
wlho squander the wealth of the country
upon the rich and neglect the needful
works which give food and happiness
to the poor; whilst we have men whose
littleness is circumscribed in the views,
expressions and eonduet of the Minister
for Works (Hon. J. Price). We want
men of courage, of capaeity, of under-
standing, men who have not to crawl to
their supporters, and say to them,
“ Please, may we go pienicking?” ; men
of fine honour, who, if they fail in their
promises, will themselves resign withou
being told to de so; men who feel the
toueh of dishonour like the sting of a
wound; who shudder at the prospect
of going wrong, and realise what it is
to assume the responsibility of admin-
istering this eountry; men who are alive
to what the country requires. But the
present Government are merely drifting,
driven out of their course by every pas-
sing wind that blows. They have no
policy of their own. They not only
borrow money, use borrowed money
without any prospeet of repayment, but
borrow even their ideas, borrow their
policy, borrow every plank in their plat-
form; they are a Government of worth-
lessness, ineapable in the extreme. True,
they have one or itwo capable men, like
the Treasurer (Hon. Frank Wilson);
but for what is be using his capacity?
to hoodwink the rest of the ecountry.
We have an able man, I admit, in the
Attorney General (Hon. N. Keenan).
But how does he spend his ability? in
getting off men who ought to go through
the ordeal of justiee, whatever comes of
it. I eannot say we have an able man
in the Minister for Works (Hon. J.
Price), because m him we have a man
who—I do not wish to be personal, but
I question whether his ideas run beyond
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the Fremantle business establishment
from which he ecame. Te has not the
«capacity to grasp the needs of this coun-
try, and that is proved by every step he
takes. But with what little eapacity
Ministers have—it may he all thrown in
—their want of sincerity, of honesty, of
activity, of genuine purpose, condemns
them as utterly unfit to rule this country
for another day.

On motion by the Treasurer, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at five minuntes
ipast 10 o’elock, until the next day.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 24th July, 1907,

“Standing %rgers Revision, farther Report pre-
sen
Standing Orders Revision, Motion to adopt Re-
Bills, 1&. : 1, Police Force Consolidation; 2, Folice
Offences Consolidation; 3, Concilintion

and Arbitention Amendment 4, Workeru"
Compensation Amcndment 5, Puhlic

393

Health Consolidation .. . 893

Supply Bill, 18, ... .. 394

“Motions: Conditional Purchase Ia.ndn Recturn ... 3%4
Retrenchment of Government Oﬂicers clehat.e

resumed .. . 410

‘Billa: Marine Insumnee, 28, . . 412

Statistics, ¥R, .. 413

Marringe Act Amendment, 28. ... o 4l4

The PRESIDEXT took the (hair at
-4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESEXNTED,

By the Colonial Secrelary : 1, By.laws
-of the Municipalities of Perth and Mount
Morgans; 2, The Jetty Regulation
Act, 1878—Amended Regulation and
.Schedule of Charges for Broome Jetty,
-Carnarvon Jetty, Port Hedland Jetty;
.3, The Industrial Conciliation and Arbi-

&
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tration Act, 1902—Return of Meilibers
of Industrial Unions, etc; 4, By-laws of
the Municipalities of Coolgardie and
Leederville; 5, Agriculturul Lands Pur.
chase Act. 1896- Amendinent of Repu-
lation 8, Land Purchase Board; 6, The
Cemeteries Act 1897 and 1899—(a.)
Midland Junction Cemetery—Balance
Sheet; (b)) Earrakatta Cemeters—Bal-
ance sheet.; (¢.) Cookernup Cemetery—-
Balance-sheet; (d.) Onslow Cemetery—
By-laws; (e) Fremantle Cemetery—
Balance-sheet; (f.) CoolgardieCemetery
Balance-sheet; {g.) Wagin Cemeterv—
By-laws; (k) Nunngarra Cemetery—
Balance-sheet; (i.) Southern Cross Ceme-
tery — Balance- sheet; (j.) Kalgoorlie
Cemetery—Balance- sheet (%) Cue and
Day Dawn Cemetery — ‘Balance- sheet ;
(l.) Upper Presion Cemetery—Balance-
sheet; (m.) Lennonville Cemetery—Bal-
a.nce-uheet. (n.) Kelmscott Cemetery—
Balance- shept. 7, Land Act, 1898—
Timber Regula.tions; Broome Common
By-Laws; Regulation restricting cutting
of Timber on State Forest at Mt
Monger; Regulation restricting cutting
of Timber on State Forest at Malcolm ;
Guano Regulations; Timber 'I‘ramwa,ys
—Rates for carrying firewood ; Regula-
tion for prescribing fees in connection
with leases and caveats; Timber Eegula-
tions.

STANDING ORDERS REVISION.
Farther Report.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL brought up
8 farther report of the Standing Urders
Committee for the present session in
regard to the revision of Standing
Orders relating to public business,
presented to the House .July 4th.

Repoit received, and ordered to be
taken into consideration in conjunc-
tion with the previous report.

BILLS—FIRSY READING (9.

1, Police Force Consohdation; 32,
P lice Offences Consolidation: :. Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Amendment ;
4, Workers" (ompensation Amend-
ment : 5, Public Health (onsolida-
tion. Introduced by the (‘wlonial
Secretary.



